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{ FROM THE EDITOR +———

Life is Precious

Babies are beautiful. There is a reason joy springs from our hearts when we learn that a friend is
pregnant. There is a reason we are moved after hearing a child’s heartbeat in the womb via ultra-
sound. There is a reason we love to see images of a mother holding her newborn. And there is a
reason we smile when we unexpectedly encounter a new baby.

All of this happens because babies are beautiful.

But their beauty is much more than physical. Sure, we love to see the chubby cheeks or hear the
infectious laugh of an infant. Who doesn’t? But the reason we love babies isn't actually their looks

or laughter or the thought of them in a cute onesie, as wonderful as these things may be. The true

reason is much deeper. We love babies because their little lives testify to a reality all of us know

intuitively: life is precious. AND WE CONTINUE
This issue of LIGHT is about that reality. As evangelicals, we embrace and affirm the Bible’s

teaching about the sacredness of human life. Human beings matter because we bear God’s image. TO PRAY FOR LEGAL

And bearing the image of our Creator is no small thing. At a minimum, it means that every VICTORIES TO BRING

person, at every stage of life, has intrinsic and inestimable worth and dignity. AN END T0 THE
Sadly, nowhere in our culture is life more imperiled than in the womb. For almost 50 years,

the United States has lived under the dark shadow of Roe v. Wade, the infamous Supreme Court STATE-SANGTIONED

ruling which opened the floodgates for on-demand abortions nationwide. But thankfully, that SLAUGHTER OF

ruling has not gone unchallenged. In the intervening years, courageous Christians have joined
arms with other passionate defenders of life to step into that darkness and counter it with a INNOGENT GHILDREN.
message of light and hope.

Across nearly five decades, the pro-life movement has grown into a comphrensive and flour-
ishing effort to combat the culture of death with the positive vision of life. The movement has
mounted countless legal challenges to America’s abortion laws. And we continue to pray for
legal victories to bring an end to the state-sanctioned slaughter of innocent children. But in
addition, the pro-life movement has also met the cold and callussed work of the abortion indus-
try with a loving and hospitable pro-life alternative for women, children, and families in need
of care and support.

This issue revisits the history of the pro-life movement, takes stock of the present, and dares to
dream about a future after Roe. Within these pages you'll find articles and essays from members
of our team here at the ERLC, interviews with those on the front lines of pro-life ministry, and
information about ROE50, where thousands of believers plan to gather in our nation’s capital to
commemorate this tragic milestone and further the work of ending abortion in our lifetime.

We are working toward a day when abortion is not only illegal but unthinkable. Will you

e

JOosH WESTER

join us?

EDITOR, LIGHT MAGAZINE
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( N Full Circle Parenting:
A Guide to Crucial Conversations

Help Her — by JIMMY AND KRISTIN SCROGGINS
Be Brave:
Discover This is a parenting book grounded in the gospel and authored by a
Your Place in couple that has a great deal of experience when it comes to parenting.
the Pro-Life Jimmy and Kristin Scroggins are the right people to address this crucial topic,
M t and they do so exceptionally well. This book takes difficult topics, explores
' l:h)A;IF?RTe n them biblically, outlines how to talk about the issues with children, and offers
I}

helpful principles throughout. The book is concrete, thoughtful, and will be a

mainstay in churches and homes for many years to come. -DANIEL PATTERSON
When I first met Amy

Ford, I was overcome by

her fierce passion and
love for women facing
unplanned  pregnancies.
As someone who grew up
thinking the only way to
serve in the pro-life move-
ment was to stand in a
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picket line or to write a
letter to my senator, Ford’s
pro-love message caught
me off guard and trans-
formed the way I think
about being pro-life. In her

PARENTING
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book, Ford casts a vision
that everyone within the
church can help abor-
tion vulnerable women be

—

brave and know and expe-
rience the love of Christ.
Her belief that “if abor-
tion became illegal today,

the church would not be .
., W o The Second Mountain:
ready”’(15) is convicting.

Each chapter is filled with The Quest for a Moral Life
simple and practical ways by DAVID BROOKS

to compassionately show

these women the love and One of the lessons many of us learned, albeit painfully, during the pandemic

is that we weren’t created to live life in isolation. In other words: we need
community. In his latest book, David Brooks says the key to living a fulfilling life

grace of Christ. She shows
even the most unlikely

pro-life advocate how they is found in leaving behind a self-centered, individualistic life and pouring ourselves
can use their time and into a life committed to family, faith, a vocation, and community. Brooks” book is
talents to serve women beautifully written and will spur the Christian reader on to pray about how the Lord
and help them be brave. would lead toward a more satisfying life focused on his glory and our neighbors’ good.
-ASHLEE GARCIA -LINDSAY NICOLET
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Why Are We
Fully Pro-Life?

A REVIEW OF THE DIGNITY
REVOLUTION: RECLAIMING GOD’S
RICH VISION FOR HUMANITY

Jenn Kintner

rowing up in the San Francisco Bay Area, pro-choice
G advocates protested and graffitied my church because of

our conviction that life begins at conception. As a child,

arriving on Sunday to expletives painted all over my
church made visible to me the war against human dignity.

Years later we had another protest, but this time it was by
Fred Phelps and Westboro Baptist Church. A transgender high
schooler in our area had been beaten to death, and Phelps planned
to picket his funeral. Westboro celebrated homosexuals burning
in hell, so the local newspaper called my dad and asked, “You're
Baptist; they're Baptist; is this what you believe?”

My dad answered, “No,” and explained his traditional, biblical
view of marriage, but said he would never rejoice at anyone’s
time in hell. He explained the gospel was good news for every-
one, inviting every sinner alike, including my dad, to believe and
repent. Outraged by this message, Phelps and his band traveled
to our church with repulsive picket signs displaying inappropri-
ate images and slurs.

Once again, I saw a war on human dignity, but this time it was
from people who claimed Christ.

Even with my dad’s pro-life example, I didn't have a theo-
logical basis for what I believed, and my application of human
dignity was inconsistent. I began to see this and wanted a full-
fledged, consistent theology that met the ethical questions of
my day and influenced how I treated others. I wish I would have
read Daniel Darling’s The Dignity Revolution when I was a young
adult, because it does just that in a compelling and thought-pro-
voking way.

THE NEED FOR A DIGNITY REVOLUTION

Assaults on human dignity are not something of the past.
Darling writes, “We live in a world of terrible, daily assaults on
humans, from war to famine to sexual assault to poverty, from
the earliest stages of life to the last” (15). Acknowledging this,
Darling calls for “a recovery of the robust Christian doctrine
of human dignity” (15). He writes so that everyday Christians
will see the inherent dignity in every human being and live
accordingly (18).

A THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATION
Darling begins examining
human dignity by considering
God’s creation of man in his
image, what was lost in the
Fall, and what is being restored
in Christ. Our dignity is rooted
in the fact that we were cre-
ated by God and is not based
on utility—how we resemble

him in what we do—but on

being made in his image (43).
Though we were created in

the image of God, that image BUT WHILE WE ARE

was marred by the Fall. But CORRUPTED BY SIN,

Yvhile we are cm:rupted by sin, “QUR STATUS AS
our status as image-bearers

always remains intact” (42). IMAGE-BEARERS

And the good news is that
what has been broken is ALWAYS REMAINS
being restored in Christ. The INTACT.”

church’s task in that mission is

to “announce to image-bear-

ers who have rejected their

Maker that he has visited them, defeated sin, death and the grave,
and offers restoration to their original God-given purpose of glori-
fying him” (53). The church proclaims this good news, but is also
called to display it in our actions (54).

EXPLORING THE APPLICATIONS

This theological foundation prepares the church to engage the cul-
ture around them, including the following issues: racism, abortion,
justice systems, immigration, healthcare, work, sexuality, technol-
ogy, pluralism, and politics. Darling addresses each of these topics in
the second section of the book in a thoughtful and convicting way
and writes, “at times you will feel validated, and at times you will
feel uncomfortable. This is as it should be, for none of God’s people
are yet perfect, and all of God’s people are ‘sojourners and exiles’
till Christ returns to renew and restore all things (1 Peter 2 v. 11)” (16).

Grasping who God is, who he created us to be, and the assault
on human dignity as an assault on his image and authority as
creator allows us to join in the dignity revolution. We can affirm
his creation, design, and glory, and can point to him in how we
proclaim and display the truth.

Perhaps you value human life and know it begins at conception,
but you have never dug deeper to understand why or to apply it
across other issues. Or perhaps you have a theology of the imago Dei
and human dignity but are considering how to better engage others
around you and point to Christ. Either way, this book is for you. *

Jenn Kintner is the office coordinator for the ERLC.
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The Problem With
Personhood Debates

A THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATION FOR
EVERY HUMAN BEING'S RIGHT TO LIFE

C. Ben Mitchell

hen Roe v. Wade and Doe v.
W Bolton were handed down by
the United States Supreme
Court in 1973, the question
everyone was asking was, “When does
human life begin?” Every honest person
already knew the answer to that ques-
tion, and every honest person knows the
answer today. Human life begins at con-
ception. When a living human sperm
unites with a living human egg, fertiliza-
tion takes place, and the new organism,
the human embryo, begins to develop.
Since that is clearly the case, why
doesn't that fact lead everyone to the con-
clusion that elective abortion is the killing
of a living member of the human species
and is, therefore, morally wrong? That's
a very important question, and we will
explore the answer here.

TODAY’S QUESTION: WHO IS A PERSON?

The question being asked today is not
when does human life begin, but, “Who
is a person, and what do we owe per-
sons?” Most people believe that we have
a moral obligation not to unnecessarily
harm another person. So the question,
“Who counts as a person?” is crucial to

understanding our ethical responsibility
toward other persons.

The Legacy of Peter Singer

Arguably, the thinker who has done
more to advance the notion of person-
hood in the 21 century than anyone

THE NEW HUMANITY, LIKE
THE OLD HUMANITY, WERE
10 BE GOOD STEWARDS
OF ALL THAT THE LORD
HAD MADE.

else is Peter Singer. Australian by birth,
Singer has occupied the Ira W. DeCamp
chair of bioethics at Princeton Uni-
versity since 1999. In his 1975 volume,

ERLC.com 9



7.5 MDA Ghk W
ko A% TV O

Animal Liberation, and in numerous
other writings, Singer has advanced the
notion that what grounds our moral
obligation not to harm others is their
personhood. To make things more
interesting, Singer believes that not all
persons are human beings, and not all
human beings are persons.

What makes a living thing a person?
According to Singer, only beings who are
self-aware or self-conscious are persons.
In particular, persons are self-conscious,
sentient beings. That is, they are living
creatures who can experience pleasure
or pain (sentient) and who can con-
sciously reflect, however primitively, on
that experience of pleasure or pain (self-
aware). They are the sorts of creatures
who when pricked with a needle say to
themselves something like, “Ouch, that
hurts! I wish that pain would stop!” They
do not just react negatively to noxious
stimuli (an oyster or a roach does that);

10 LIGHT
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they self-consciously resist and at some
level lament the harm.

For Singer, self-aware, sentient crea-
tures should not be subjected to suffering.
He believes that great apes and dolphins
are self-aware, sentient beings, so they
have a “right to life”—that is, a right not
to be unnecessarily harmed; so do mem-
bers of the bovine (cow) and porcine (pig)
species. But what about fish and fowl? Are
they self-aware, sentient beings? Singer
isn't sure. It’s difficult to know what it’s
like to be a chicken or a flounder. So, just
to be safe, Singer and his wife, Renata, are
long-time vegetarians who stopped eating
meat in 1971

Singer is not alone, either in his vege-
tarianism or in extending the right to life
to animals. In 2008, the Spanish parlia-
ment announced it supported granting
legal rights to gorillas, chimpanzees, and
orangutans.” Thomas White, a philoso-
pher at Loyola Marymount University in

Redondo Beach, California, has argued
that dolphins are “non-human persons”
who have a “right to life.”> In 2010 in
Helsinki, Finland, the Collegium for
Advanced Studies issued the Declaration
of the Rights of Cetaceans to affirm the
right to life, liberty, and well-being to
whales and dolphins. The extension of
the right to life to animals may eventu-
ally have implications for the right to life
of non-animal “persons” like robots and
other artificial intelligence (AI).

Implications for Humans

In the meantime, defining person-
hood as sentient self-awareness not only
has implications for animals, but also
for humans. On Singer’s view, human
embryos and fetuses are not sentient and
self-aware. Even though they are human,
they are not persons. There is no harm
in Kkilling nonsentient, nonself-aware
members of the species Homo sapiens.
In fact, species membership has noth-
ing to do with personhood for Singer. In
fact, species membership has nothing to
do with personhood for Singer. Privileg-
ing species membership is “speciesism,”
or viewing humans as more morally
important than animals, by Singer’s way
of thinking. Like other forms of irra-
tional prejudice—racism, sexism, and
other “isms”—speciesism is unethical
and immoral. Just because a living being
is human does not mean it is wrong to
harm him or her, says Singer.

In his book Practical Ethics, Singer claims,
“Human babies are not born self-aware, or
capable of grasping that they exist over
time. They are not persons . . . the life of a
newborn is of less value than the life of a
pig, a dog, or a chimpanzee.”s In 2000, he
clarified his view, affirming that normal
newborns are sentient, but not self-aware.®
In 2015, disability activists launched an
effort to get Singer removed from his



academic post because of his public support
for euthanizing disabled infants.”

THE IMAGO DEI AND THE
DIGNITY OF HUMAN BEINGS

Personhood—at least as philosophically
defined—can be problematic. Worse, it
can lead to horrific abuse. So it is import-
ant to understand the basis for human
exceptionalism, the view that we owe
human beings special respect.

A Theological Foundation

Theologically speaking, personhood
has a rich and robust legacy. There are
non-human persons, including God in
three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
There are also angelic non-human persons.
But what distinguishes human beings from
other living creatures is not personhood
per se, but the image of God (imago Dei).
In one of the clearest biblical texts on the

subject, God himself declares human life to

ground, and all the fish of the sea. They are
placed under your authority” (Gen. 9:1-2
HCSB). The new humanity, like the old
humanity, were to be good stewards of all
that the Lord had made.

There was, however, something new.
God declares, “Every living creature will
be food for you; as I gave the green plants,
I have given you everything. However,
you must not eat meat with its lifeblood
in it. I will require the life of every animal
and every man for your life and your
blood. I will require the life of each man’s
brother for a man’s life” (vv. 3-5). Noah
and his family are given permission to kill
the animals for food. It should be noted
that this is not permission to be cruel or
to kill the animals indiscriminately. Stew-
ardship, not exploitation, remains the
overarching paradigm.

Nevertheless, a very pointed distinction
was made between killing an animal and
killing a human being. Dire consequences

THE QUESTION, “WHO GOUNTS AS A PERSON?”
IS CRUCIAL TO UNDERSTANDING OUR ETHIGAL
RESPONSIBILITY TOWARD OTHER PERSONS.

be distinct from other forms of life. After
the catastrophic flood recorded in Genesis
6-8, God renewed his covenant with Noah
and Noah'’s children. Just as with his cove-
nant with Adam and Eve in Genesis 2, God
blessed Noah's progeny, calling them to,
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.
The fear and terror of you will be in every
living creature on the earth, every bird of
the sky, every creature that crawls on the

will result from the killing of another
human being. This is underscored in Gen-
esis 9:6a, “Whoever sheds man’s blood,
his blood will be shed by man.” But why?
What's the difference between killing
animals and killing human beings? How
are they different? Genesis 9:6b offers the
distinction: “for God made man in His
image.” To kill an innocent human being,
a member of the species Homo sapiens, is

an affront to God himself, who made man
in his image. The distinction is not per-
sonhood, at least as understood by Peter
Singer. The distinction is the imago Dei.
God has made every human being in his
image and after his likeness (Gen. 1:26-27).
We have an obligation before God not to
unnecessarily harm another human being.
In addition, we are to love our neighbors
as we love ourselves (Mark 12:31). Unborn
human beings are image bearers of God.
Disabled human beings are imagers of
God. The frail elderly are image bearers of
God. They are human beings deserving of
respect, care, and protection because God
himself has made them in his image.
Personhood debates depend on who is
defining the terms. If “persons” are “sen-
tient self-aware creatures and only sentient
self-aware creatures” then Peter Singer
may be right. But if respect for human life
doesn't depend on arbitrary definitions of
personhood but on the revelation of Scrip-
ture about the nature of human life made
in God’s image, then every human being
has a right to life grounded in the sanctity
of human life which has been declared
sacred by the Creator himself. *

C. Ben Mitchell, Ph.D., is a research fellow of
the Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission and
recently retired as Graves Professor of Moral
Philosophy at Union University.

1 https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2006/05/
chew-right-thing/

2 https://www.discovermagazine.com/planet-earth/
great-apes-have-the-right-to-life-and-liberty-
spain-says

3 https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2010/02/
dolphin-person and https://www.bbc.com/news/
world-17116882

4 https://www.cetaceanrights.org/

5 Peter Singer, Practical Ethics, (Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 1979), pp. 122-123.

6 https://[www.nytimes.com/2000/03/12/
nyregion/l-peter-singer-clarifies-his-attitudes-on-
sentience-210803.htm

7 https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/
jun/16peter-singer-princeton-bioethics-professor-
faces-c/
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REFLECTING OUR SAVIOR BY CARING FOR
ALL OF THE VULNERABLE IN OUR MIDST

Benjamin Watson

voice, along with many he understands and knows me, that
others, at our Evangeli- I am the Lord who exercises loving-
cals for Life Conference kindness, justice, and righteousness
in Washington, D.C. We hope this on Earth. For I delight in these things,
adapted message will encourage declares the Lord” (Jer. 9:23-24).
you to expand your understanding
of what it means to be pro-life and Several years ago, I was playing for
care for the vulnerable. the New Orleans Saints. I became a free

agent, and a phone call came from the

B enjamin Watson lent his let him who boasts boast of this, that

Baltimore Ravens. We took our family of
five kids at the time and moved to Balti-
“Thus says the Lord, let not a wise more. I remember getting to Baltimore,
man boast of his wisdom and let not not knowing anybody or what to expect.
the mighty man boast of his might. Let This was a new place, a new area, a new

not a rich man boast of his riches, but coaching staff, and new teammates.
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I also remember reading Jeremiah 9:23-
24. My wife and I have always been people
who tried to leave a place better than when
we got there. We say, “Lord, you placed us
in certain places on purpose. Nothing hap-
pens by accident. We spent time in Boston.
We know we'e here on purpose. How can
we leave this place better? What's your
reason for us being here?”

It's a question we all must ask ourselves.
Why are we here? What's the reason God
put you in the various cities that youre
from? What's the reason God put you on
the West Coast when you're an East Coast
kind of girl? What'’s the reason God put
you down South when you know you're
a guy from Canada, and you didn't even
want to come to the United States? What's
the reason God has you in Washington,
D.C,, of all places? What's the reason God
had us in Baltimore?

Jeremiah says God delights in three
things: Lovingkindness, justice, and righ-
teousness. So I prayed, “Lord, wherever
we are, we want to delight in what you
delight in, we want to be people who
bring justice, who bring kindness, who
live rightly. We want people to know
about you because of the things that we
do and the way that we live our lives.”

PRO-LIFE IS ABOUT MORE THAN POLITICS

As I looked at this pro-life arena, I
started to realize that if we're not careful,
we will go into a tribal mentality; pro-life
will become more of a political stance
than truly being about standing beside and
for life from the womb all the way until we
leave this earth. I want to stand for life in
that way. This is more than politics.

If this becomes about politics, then
we lose the power of the gospel, and it
becomes more about us winning than
about women, men, and families being
cared for and being an earthly picture
of the way that Christ loves his Church.
If it becomes about politics, then why
do we need God in it in the first place?
It becomes all about pointing the finger,
saying, “Hey, we beat you in this race.

Our candidate won.” But God wants more
for us than that.

There’s a reason why we are pro-life.
And it’s not just to win; it's because our
hope is that [the unborn baby’s] life, and
those lives affected by that life, come to

THIS [DEA OF JUSTICE EMANATES
FROM GOD'S GHARAGTER.

know a Savior who can give them spiri-
tual life. That's what were about. That’s
what I want it to be about.

PRO-LIFE AND PRO-JUSTICE

Recently, justice issues have come up.
There have been videos that we've seen of
altercations between police and citizens
where young black men have been killed by
police officers. We've seen police officers
killed. There have been riots and protests.
And the idea of social justice has come up
a lot. And as believers, it’s really important
that we engage the culture from this stand-
point. Being pro-life does not mean you're
not pro-justice. We can be both.

This idea of justice emanates from God’s
character. Jeremiah 9 talks about God
being a God of justice. And as believers,
we want to be like who God is. We want
to identify and love the things that he
loves. At the beginning of verse 23, he says
not to let the wise man boast about his
wisdom. One of the things wee lacking,
from my perspective, in this life and jus-
tice fight, is humility. Pride comes before
a fall. It is the wedge that drives between
people. Pride prevents you from admitting
your own faults and guilt and from seeing
where you're wrong. And it prevents us as
a community from giving the life of Christ
to people who so desperately need it.

ERLC.com
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We can't turn a blind eye when people
are suffering and we have resources to
help people. So while being pro-life is
about the womb, supporting the unborn,
and protecting the vulnerable, my chal-
lenge to you is to see vulnerability in many
different forms. There’s more than one
color of it. It comes in many shades. And
as a community, we are able to address
all those. Domestically, 1 in 3 women
will experience physical harm from a
partner, an intimate partner. There are
churches that profess to be pro-life but
won't address this topic. And those who
are abused are led to ask, “Why doesn't
my life matter?” As a community, we can
change that.

My wife and I have had a chance to
go overseas and support an organization
called International Justice Mission. They
support victims of sex trafficking and
slavery. There are 40 million slaves in the
world today. TheyTre right here in the
United States as well. We were able to see
a field office in the country of the Domin-
ican Republic, where there are children
in the sexual exploitation industry. These
children range from little babies to teen-
agers, young girls, and even young men.
TheyTe forced to do horrific things for
money, simply because they have noth-
ing else. This is a justice issue that we as a
pro-life community must address.

Isaiah says, “Learn to do good. Seek jus-
tice, correct oppression, bring justice to
the fatherless, plead the widow's case”(Isa.
1:17). Over and over in Scripture, we see
where God challenges the people of Israel
to be people who protect widows, foreign-
ers, the young, and the vulnerable because
they had no power in those societies. And
it's the same way today.

We can't stop and only think about one
issue. That is not being true to the gospel.
The gospel, in its totality, challenges each
one of us to, in humility, ask God to show
us places where we can make a difference.
Ask him. He'll tell you. Open yourself up
to different opportunities. And not just
for the cause’s sake. We get involved in

these causes of justice because we have an
eternal perspective.

AN ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE

The work my wife and I do with justice
and pro-life issues is not simply for us to
be nice to people. The reason is because
we understand that there’s an endgame.
Like football, we go through the tough
times, the two-a-days, wanting to quit
because it’s too tough, the pain and the
injuries, the ups and the downs, and the
emotional times because there’s an end-
game there. We want to have a chance to
win the championship. We know that if
we put in the work, we may have a chance
to hold the trophy. Similarly, Christians
have an eternal perspective.

My challenge to all of us is to have
an eternal perspective when it comes
to being pro-life and pro-justice. We'e
not simply doing these things because
we want to check a box behind a certain
candidate, or because of our parents, or
because of our youth group or a group in
our church. We're doing it because we
want to win souls for Christ. We hope
many will see this love of Christ and turn
themselves to him and say, “What must I
do to be saved?” That’s why we do it.




MY CHALLENGE TO YOU IS TO SEE
VULNERABILITY IN MANY DIFFERENT FORMS.

When we sit down with a young
mother who is in crisis because her boy-
friend has turned his back on her, her
family is pressuring her, and she has
nowhere else to turn, we stand in the gap
for her, hold her hand, and say, “We want
to walk you through this.” We do this for
the baby, yes. We do this for her, yes. But
we do this because we want to see her
say, “What must I do to be saved?”

And what we found every time we've
done anything in our communities is that
the way you get to people’s hearts, usually,
is by first meeting their real needs—for
clothing, shelter, warmth and understand-
ing, a companion, and to know that they
are loved and worth it. Many people feel
that nobody cares. By meeting that need,
you show people the love of God. In turn,
our hope is that at one point we'll not only

see them now, but see them in eternity.

JUSTICE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS

Micah 6:8 says, “He has told you, O
man, what is good. And what does the
Lord require of you but to do justice, to
love kindness, and to walk humbly with
your God?” This idea of justice occurs 200
times in the Old Testament, and what it
usually points to is treating people equi-
tably, repairing broken relationships to
people and to structures. So the idea of
justice is individual.

But justice is also about structures. It's
about correcting structural issues and
injustices and standing for those things
that are bigger than the individual. God is a
God of justice. Because of the fall, he has to
be a God of justice. Sin entered the world,
and we have inequities. We have people

that take advantage of other
people. We have hatred and
racism. We have things that
need to be corrected individu-
ally as well as systemically.

Righteousness and jus-
tice occur together a lot. For
example, in Jeremiah 9:24,
kindness, justice, and righ-
teousness occur together. And
the reason for that is because righteous-
ness is right living. So, you have the idea
of justice, which is correcting structures
and relationships that are wrong. And you
have the idea of righteousness, which talks
about our relationship with each other, as
well as our relationship with God.

Because of justice, we need to live rightly.
We need to have righteousness to enact that
justice. In a time of righteousness, we don't
need justice, right? Because we are doing
things the way that they should be done.
Therefore, you have to have both. We need
to be people who stand for justice and righ-
teousness. We need to look for ways that
as a pro-life community we can expand our
repertoire. Don't allow the world to confine
us to what they want us to be.

GONGLUSION

My challenge to you—and myself—is to
be people who humbly come before God
and say, “God, what would you have me be
a champion for?” For some of us, it's the
unborn. For others, it’s sex trafficking vic-
tims. For others, it’s racial injustice. And
for some of us, it’s all of the above in var-
ious ways. Ask God where he would have
you pour into. Pray, “Lord, youre a God
of lovingkindness, of justice, and of righ-
teousness. I want to be about those things.
Please help me as I discover where I can
best use my talent, my time, and my trea-
sure to honor you in all of these areas.” *

View this and other event messages at https://
erlc.com/resource-library/event-messages

Benjamin Watson is a husband, father, and
former NFL player.
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INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES, AND
ORGANIZATIONS CONTENDING
FOR THE DIGNITY OF ALL PEOPLE

lose to 62 million babies are missing from our society today.' The Roe v.

G Wade decision in 1973 set into motion a literal death sentence for these
little girls and boys. We should mourn that tragic reality. But we must not
stop there. And we haven'.

As God does, he raised up a movement of Christians from all denominations
and traditions, as well as other people committed to life, in order to become a
voice in the public square for those robbed of their voice. We wanted to fea-
ture some of the brave individuals, families, and organizations who are boldly
standing for the lives of our smallest neighbors.

We hope you will be inspired by their testimonies and tireless efforts. We
need the church to rise up and continue to serve those affected by unplanned
pregnancies, bringing the hope of the gospel and the service that flows from
the example of our Savior. And as we do, we are prayerful that lives will be
saved, families will be helped, and Roe will be overturned. May our legacy from
this point forward be one of turning away from a culture of death and hasten-
ing toward a vibrant culture of life—from the moment of conception until an
individual’s natural last breath.

If you are interested in sharing your story or reading more testimonies
about choosing life, visit www.standforlife.org.

1 https://www.texasrighttolife.com/more-than-61-million-babies-killed-in-47-years-of-legal-abortion/
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Megan Lively and her family.
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Megan Lively

THE CHURCH'S HELP THROUGH

AN UNPLANNED PREGNANCY

Elizabeth was a single woman faced with
an unplanned pregnancy. Elizabeth still
remembers the window of the pregnancy
test stick and the longest two minutes of
her life. She used the foolproof test with
real words. After praying on her knees,
there it was. PREGNANT. She called a
friend—not from her church. She couldn't
handle the judgmental stares from her
church, or so she thought. She assumed
her friend would be supportive. Her
friend brought up other “options.” How-
ever Elizabeth was confident and resolute
this was not a decision to be made. She
was carrying a life inside her. She told
no one and visited her local OB-GYN the
next day, alone.

Her doctor confirmed what she already
knew. As she walked out of the cold room,
a nurse handed her pamphlets that she
trashed on the way out. The least pro-choice
action any woman can make is to automat-
ically assume an unmarried woman wants
to have an abortion. And the worst pro-life
response a mother can make, after learning
of her daughter’s unplanned pregnancy, is
weep and say, “What will people think of
our family?” Which is something Elizabeth
will never forget.

Months later, while at work, a customer
saw the slight bulge in her abdomen and
quietly asked her about it. She smiled
and told him she was having a boy. After
complimenting her smile and glow, he
told her nobody would ever marry her
and she should consider other options.

In her third trimester, her church ral-
lied around her. Moms offered advice.

Megan Lively

Her pastor encouraged her. And the baby
shower given by her church family was
standing room only, with 200+ present.
Elizabeth was given everything she regis-
tered for and diapers that lasted two years.

That church support didn't stop after
the birth of Elizabeth’s son. They provided
baby clothes for years. They also brought
a huge box of food twice a month—fresh
produce, groceries, and protein-filled
lean meat that filled up her freezer—for
the same amount of time. Godly women
stopped by often so that Elizabeth could

IT WAS THE CARE FROM HER

CHURCH AND THOSE AROUND HER

THAT SUSTAINED HER.

take a shower or a nap. It was the care
from her church and those around her
that sustained her.

I know because Elizabeth is me. I was
Megan Elizabeth Nichols. Most now know
me as Megan Lively. This is Joseph Reed
Nichols, my gift from God. My firstborn. *

Megan Lively is a wife, mom, and social media
and marketing expert.

ERLC.com
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Tiffany and Molly Kate Elkins

UNEXPECTED BLESSINGS AFTER A HARD DIAGNOSIS

Tiffany Elkins

I can still remember the tears rolling
down my cheeks after hearing the ultra-
sound tech say, “It’s a girl!” My husband
Barry and I had two boys, ages 9 and 11,
and now we were having a baby girl. We
couldn’t have been more thrilled.

Molly Kate was such a sweet, laid-back
baby, but as she grew, we noticed that
she didn't do things quite as quickly as
her brothers had done. As the months
went by, she began missing more and
more milestones, and we began to realize
that something else was going on. When
MK was about 12 months old, an MRI
and genetic blood work were ordered.
The MRI revealed that MK had cerebel-
lar hypoplasia, a condition affecting the
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development of the cerebellum in her
brain, which helps with balance, equilib-
rium, muscle tone, movement, speech,
and learning. Our world was turned
upside down.

Looking back, that was a really tough
day and a really tough year. We went
from thinking that we were dealing with
something temporary to knowing that it
would be lifelong for her. As we began to
research her condition, we saw that the
effects of cerebellar hypoplasia varied
widely in children. Some could walk
with minimal impairment, while others
used wheelchairs. Some just had speech
delays, while others remained nonverbal.
Cognitive levels varied all over the place.

We had no idea what was in her future,
but as one of her specialists said, “Molly
Kate is the captain of this ship and she
will show us what she can and will do as
we go.” We agreed that God, as the true
captain of her ship, would write her story,
regardless of what the research might say.
The doctor refused to put limits on her,
and so did we.

As time went on, MK progressed with
her therapies but continued to be severely
delayed. We would celebrate every “inch-
stone,” as we would call them, and it was
so exciting to watch her accomplish even
the tiniest things. We were watching,
in slow motion, as she learned to do the
things that most of us take for granted.
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We were learning more and more that
the promises in Scripture that we had
heard and read all of our lives were so
very true as God upheld us each step of
the way.

When we first realized that MK would
probably need a wheelchair, we were
devastated. But by the time she was
2 Y%, we were thrilled to see her with a
way to get around. People couldn't help
but smile when they saw this sweet and
happy little girl on wheels.

As she continued to grow, she remained
nonverbal. I would sit in her room at
night, with tears streaming down my
face, praying that one day I would hear
the word “Mama.” We were realizing,
though, that this little girl who couldn’t
speak a word was teaching us more than
we ever dreamed we would learn.

At age 4, she finally said that beauti-
ful word, “Mama.” Now, at age 8, with
the help of a communication device, she
can say hundreds of words and uses her
device to memorize and quote Scripture.
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GOD’S GLORY IS PUT
ON DISPLAY THROUGH
WHAT HE HAS DONE

AND CONTINUES T0 DO
IN AND THROUGH HER.

Still, even if she never made progress in
any of her physical skills, we would love
her just as much. We know that she is
made in the image of God and her worth
is determined by the fact that he created
and loves her more than we can fathom.
Today, MK requires a lot of assistance
with her daily activities, but instead of
seeing it as a burden or a chore, God has

opened our eyes to what a privilege it is
to walk with her through each stage of
life. Although the road is not always easy,
the blessings of being MK's parents far
outweigh that. The joy she has brought
to our family and to every person she
meets is indescribable. God’s glory is put
on display through what he has done and
continues to do in and through her. The
beautiful community of families in the
disability community is something that
we may have never known without her.
We have learned a new level of com-
passion and empathy for others and of
leaning into God’s promises.

This is not the way we imagined her
life to look, but we stand amazed as God
continues to reveal his plan. We know his
story for her is so far from over, so we
continue to hold onto his promises and
watch his glorious unfolding. To him be
the glory! *

Tiffany Elkins is a wife and mom.
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STANDING for LIFE

Laura and Lifeline
Children’s Services

THE LIFE-GIVING CHOICE OF ADOPTION

Christie Mac Segars
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When Laura* first found out she was preg-
nant, she was devastated. She describes it
as “the worst time of my life” or “a night-
mare.” She found out she was pregnant
at almost 11 weeks during the start of the
COVID-19 pandemic and also lost her job
in the same week. She knew she could not
care for a child and did not want to face her
family and tell them of the pregnancy. So,
she started down the only path she knew.

She scrambled for phone numbers to
abortion clinics. She found a clinic in
another state that could perform an abor-
tion up to 22 weeks. She said, “Nothing
about going that route or considering
that option felt right.” Yet, she knew par-
enting was not an option. Before she left
with the abortion pill, she demanded to
see the sonogram. When Laura learned
she was carrying twins, she burst into
tears because she is a twin herself. She got
out of that clinic as quickly as she could.

Still feeling as if abortion was not right,
but also knowing she could not care for
two sweet babies, she left uncertain of
what she would do next. Thankfully, her
family did find out about her pregnancy,
and they gave her the encouragement
she needed to consider adoption. After a
family member told Laura about Lifeline
Children’s Services, she was partnered
with Jenna, a pregnancy counselor who
lived close by. Jenna offered to meet with
Laura as often as she needed to think
through parenting and adoption, and
make what she felt was the best decision
for herself and her babies.

It was during this first meeting that
Jenna shared the gospel with Laura, as
well. They talked about the weight of
shame Laura was feeling and how all
the paths she had followed in search of
wholeness had left her in this broken
place. Instead, Jesus was offering her for-
giveness and wholeness right now, and
Laura accepted that forgiveness. This
changed her entire perspective on her
pregnancy and hope for her future!

She was able to hold on to the peace
of God as she weighed her many factors.
With God’s peace and Jenna's support,
Laura made the decision that adoption
was the best life for her children. Then
Jenna and Laura began talking about what
Laura desired in an adoptive family, and
she was connected to one that fit those
desires. As the months went by and her
due date approached, Laura
worked with her pregnancy
counselor to think about her
hospital time, as well.

For Laura, this is when she
felt “all the questions started
coming.” Would I be alone
during hospital time, because
of COVID? Will the adoptive
parents be at the hospital?
How would I feel afterward?
Will 1 still have support after
placing? Should I parent or is
adoption really best? “Jenna
reassured me that this was
my plan and that it was OK to
feel whatever I was feeling. We made my
ideal plan and played the rest of it by ear
(due to COVID). I would not be alone.”

And she wasn't. Not only did she have
the support of her pregnancy counselor,
but she also had the support of Lifeline staff
and her twins' new adoptive parents. After
being connected with Lifeline, these adop-
tive parents, Tanya and Barrett, received a
thorough home study and extensive edu-
cation on adoption, prenatal trauma, open
adoption, birthparent relationships, and
more. While adoption used to be a secret
process that was not discussed, now all
adoptions through Lifeline are open for
communication, unless the birthparents
do not request it.

Laura said her situation “has now
ended in a beautiful story and blessing
for so many people involved. Not only do
the parents finally have what they have
always wanted—children—[but] I get to
see them grow and be involved with the

open adoption plan we have created with
the help of Lifeline. I have gained two
friends in Tanya and Barrett.”

Adoption, like parenting or abortion,
is not without grief and loss. Yet, the
support provided through Lifeline’s con-
tinued post-placement support for birth
families and post-adoption support for

adoptive families, as well as support by

LAURA SAID HER SITUATION "HAS
NOW ENDED IN A BEAUTIFUL
STORY AND BLESSING FOR S0
MANY PEOPLE INVOLVED.”

the local church, helps all members of the
adoption triad to heal and thrive.

“As far as myself personally,” shared
Laura, “the girls have taught me so much
about myself and where I want to stand
in my life. The smallest decisions can
impact so much whether they are good or
bad, and sometimes the bad decisions can
teach you more than the good. I can now
see the bigger picture meant for myself
and those sweet girls. I see a bright future
ahead for [them], their mom, dad, and
their entire family. I can’t wait to witness
it... I plan to find a church, and I know
that through prayer and his Word I have
peace. I chose life for them, and I want to
say thank you to those precious girls for
also giving me life.” *

Christie Mac Segars is the vice president of
Domestic Programs at Lifeline.

*Name changed for privacy.
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STANDING for LIFE

Abby, Pearl, and Brennan Brown.

The Pearl Brown Story

WALKING THROUGH LIFE, LOVE, AND LAMENT

Eric and Ruth Brown

Eric Brown: My name is Eric Brown. I am a photographer, and I
am married to my wife, Ruth. We have three kids: Brennan, Abby,

and we had a daughter named Pearl who passed away in 2018.

Ruth Brown: When it was time for the ultrasound at 20 weeks,
we basically thought we were going to show up to figure out if
we were having a little boy or a little girl. The technician started
giving us weird vibes, but we still just thought that she couldn’t
get a good angle. The baby wasn't moving the way that she
wanted to get all of the pictures. So, at first, she sent us on to
the midwife and told us we'd probably need more pictures later
on. But of course, the techs aren't allowed to tell you anything.
The first inkling that we got that something was actually wrong
was when the midwife came into the room to talk to us after
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the ultrasound. She barely got in the door and just started weep-
ing. She was like, “Things arent what we hoped they would be.
Your baby girl is not developing well. And this is out of my realm.
I need to send you to a specialist. He'll give you more informa-
tion.” She had to Google the name of the condition before she
came in to talk to us; it’s not super common. It was the first that
she had dealt with this specific condition. So she sent us on to a
maternal-fetal medicine doctor, and he was anything but hopeful.

EB: She had a condition called Alobar holoprosencephaly, which,

he said, was not compatible with life.

RB: Basically, it means that her brain wasn't forming properly.
There was a lot more fluid and less brain matter inside her head.



EB: He advised us to head across the hallway and terminate the
pregnancy and go home and be thankful we had two other kids.

RB: And while we were very much happy with Brennan and
Abby, Pearl was also our kid, and our job was to protect her.
And so that’s what we did.

EB: It seemed like he was just presenting us with, “This is the
obvious thing that you do. There’s really not anything other than
to head across the hallway and terminate.”

RB: We said that we couldn’'t do that. We had just seen our baby
girl moving on the ultrasound. She waved. I could not force her
out of my body at that point and give up. I couldn't do it. To us,
the only option was to support our daughter as long as we could.

I remember having a conversation about naming her [while]
sitting in the car with Eric. The name Pearl conjures so many
different images of beauty
coming out of something
that’s not originally beautiful.
And her middle name is Joy,
and that was a prayer.

EB: I think about the Bible
story of the pearl of great
value. It's a simple name. I
liked that, and I thought it
reflects who she was.

RB: Once we found out that
Pearl’s time with us would
likely be limited, and might
be limited to only living
inside my belly, then we started acknowledging her presence
a little bit more than we had with Brendan and Abby during
their pregnancies.

EB: We wanted to count everything and make sure that every-
thing mattered and that her siblings wouldn't make the mistake
of thinking that Pearl was the sister that they almost had. She
definitely was the sister that they already had.

RB: We ended up needing to induce labor about three weeks
early. The plan was to have as calm and natural of a delivery as
possible so that we could enjoy whatever time that we had with
Pearl. Walking into the hospital, knowing that she was about
to be born and not knowing what was going to come next, not
knowing if Brennan and Abby were going to have a chance to
meet her, not knowing if the photographer would get there in
time to capture pictures of her with us, was a scary day.

WALKING INTO THE HOSPITAL, KNOWING
THAT SHE WAS ABOUT TO BE BORN AND
NOT KNOWING WHAT WAS GOING TO
COME NEXT ... WAS A SGARY DAY.

EB: Pearl came out fighting. And we decided we would join her
in the fight. The whole idea was to always follow Pearl’s lead, and
she came out fighting. So we joined her in that fight.

RB: Once she was born, we were able to see that she had a cleft
as well. She was a little bit smaller than the other kids her age,
but the main thing was that her brain wasn't functioning the
way that most people’s brains do. And that affected the way
that she would move her body. That affected the way that she
breathed. It affected everything about her life.

When she was in what would typically be like the toddler
years, she would kind of babble and wave her arms at us. It was
sweet. She had bright red hair, and so one Halloween I dressed
her up as Pippi Longstocking with the colored leggings and
those sweet little pigtails poking out of the sides. Brennan and
Abby would make a little pallet on the floor, and they would
read books and sing to her. Abby would help with Pearl’s ther-
apy exercises.

Many days, it was the five
of us hanging out inside of our
house, just being together.
[They weren't] the normal
things that other families
did, but we loved it. We loved
spending time together.

EB: The morning that Pearl
passed, we didn't sit in her
room and sing hymns to her.
We weren't quoting Scrip-
ture. I don't know about
[everyone else], but I wasn't
praying. It seemed like the
four of us laid in her bed, completely lost and shell-shocked,
for hours and hours and hours, because the process of turning
off a ventilator for such a strong kid like Pearl was really, really
drawn out.

RB: It was right at the beginning of Lent. So we spent that
season waiting for a new Easter and feeling lament heavier than
we ever had before.

EB: I've never felt a darkness like the darkness that I felt coming
in waves that morning.

RB: And she passed away right before Easter.

EB: Some days the hardest part is just her not being here. Some
days the hardest part is wanting to be close to her body and to
spend time physically with her.
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RB: I do have joy in the world, but I probably look a little bit less
happy most days. And that’s an OK difference.

EB: Within the community of people saying choose life for
kids like Pearl, for children with special needs and poor pre-
natal diagnoses, I feel like we are very equipped for how to
choose life and how to say yes, how to advocate for life, and
how to support. But if we're going to advocate that children
like her be carried to term, we've got to know that these chil-
dren oftentimes are not long for this world. And, I could be
wrong, but I think we need to be equally as invigorated with
learning how and helping each other know how to say goodbye
to these children.

We knew Pearl was never going to turn into a grandmother at
some point or grow into old age. She was going to have a short
life. But when the grief hit, I was not prepared. I felt my faith
sliding through my fingers like sand. And it wasn't like I was
trying to deconstruct or explore leaving the faith, as if I wanted
nothing to do with God. I wanted him, if for no other reason
[than] I could find no other way forward. My friends couldn't
help me, therapists couldn’t help me, pastors couldn't help me.
Nobody could help me. So I knew that the only way forward
was going to be Christ. And that’s only because he’s promised to
finish whatever good work he had started in me.

And though I could see nothing at the time, I have a really
long history of seeing God already having begun work in me.
That was it. That was all I had. But it was dying and collaps-
ing, and it seemed like the worst possible end to Pearl’s story:
Oh yeah, and then Dad’s faith just disappeared. It felt crazy to me,
and I couldn’t make sense of it. I couldn't see straight. I behaved
in the way that you would think anybody who couldnt see
straight would behave. And then one day—I don't know why
he chose to start moving when he did—God just started to turn
the lights back on.

It was a split second before it was too late. He waited till then
to move. And then it felt like he rushed in and started turning
all the lights in the room on. Stop, stop, stop, stop. Enough of the
darkness. Enough of the sin. Enough of the unbelief. Enough of all
of this. I never left. I was here the whole time, and I didn't expect
anything from you. I didn't expect you to do this well. I didn't expect
you to do this missionally. I didn't expect anything. All I want to do
is to be your Dad.

That’s all. That’s all he wanted. And I'm grateful he moved
when he did.

RB: It's OK to really, really miss my daughter. And being upset or
sad or emotional about that doesn't mean that I don't know that
God’s going to make it all OK again. It's just not going to feel OK
tomorrow or next week. But I have peace in the thought that it’ll
be OK in a thousand years, and the time that I will have spent
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Top: Pearl Brown. BottoM: The Brown family at Pearl’s funeral.

missing her will be just this little blip in this timeline of what
God’s been doing. That'll make it OK.

EB: I feel like I had a really robust theology, and I had a really big
view of God. I could clearly articulate the relationship between
his sovereignty and suffering. None of that was enough to carry
me through that dark night of the soul. None of that. None of
my big perspective on him, none of my right theologies. But I
have a God who was bigger than my right theologies then, and I
have a God who was bigger than my wrong perspectives during
that first season of losing Pearl. He was just so much bigger
than even I know now. And that gives me so much confidence.
He’s good. *

View “The Pearl Brown Story” at https://erlc.com/about/pearlbrown/

Eric Brown is a husband, father, and photographer.

Ruth Brown is a wife and mother.
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hristians believe strongly

in the sanctity of human

life. It's woven into the

-/ Bible’s narrative, from the

very beginning, where we

see Moses describe the origin of life in

the most descriptive of ways. Most of

creation is spoken into existence by the

word of the Lord, but the text of Genesis

then pauses to draw out the way in which
God crafted human bodies and souls.

We read that the entire Godhead was
involved: Let us make man in our image. We
read language of care: God making Adam
from the dust of the ground and breath-
ing into him the breath of life. King David
goes further, describing in Psalm 139 how
God molds each baby in the womb, assigns
them personhood, and ascribes to each a
special, God-given purpose.

The Christian tradition is the only
religion in the world that gives such a
breathtaking view of humanity. Even cul-
tures that are increasingly antagonistic
toward Christianity unconsciously borrow
their sense of justice and dignity from the
Bible’s vision of what it means to be human.

IMAGO DEI AND
CHRISTIAN IMPERATIVES

The rich theology of the imago Dei then
offers Christians several imperatives,
both for how we see ourselves and how
we see the world.

First, it reminds us that we are not our
own. At its most basic level, the Christian
gospel is telling human beings that they
were created by a loving Father, from
whom they've been alienated by their
own sin and who sent Jesus to rescue
them from eternal death and reunite
them to himself. To be created means we
are not self-created. It means the world
doesn't revolve around us. It means we
are not, contrary to pop spirituality, “The
masters of our own fates, the captains of

our own souls.” We belong to someone.
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Secondly, understanding the imago Dei
changes the way we see our neighbors.
There are no disposable people in God’s
economy. Every human being has dignity
and worth. This should shape our posture
in the world. It means we should think
long and hard about difficult ethical
issues and, as redeemed image-bearers,
actively advocate for policies that respect
the dignity of our fellow image-bearers.
We will, of course, disagree on the best
approaches toward alleviating the suffer-
ing of our neighbors and the feasibility
and wisdom of policy proposals, but our
disposition toward the vulnerable should
be one of advocacy, care, and love.

HOW SHOULD WE ADVOCATE
FOR THE VULNERABLE?

So how do we do this in a world that
presents so many competing visions for
human flourishing and so many oppor-
tunities to speak up for human dignity?
How do we adopt an effective whole-life,
pro-life posture?

Here are a few suggestions:

1. Refuse to engage in a zero-sum game.
We live in a world that wants to

trade one set of vulnerable people’s

lives for another. The internet is full
of these ridiculous arguments, where
advocacy for one group is met by advo-
cates of another group, as if to say that
one has more dignity than the other.
But advocating for humanity dignity
does not mean one set of people wins
while another loses. We should do all
we can to ensure the flourishing of all

of our neighbors.

2. Resist the urge to turn “whole-life”
into a weapon.

Quite often, those who, like me,
advocate for a holistic human dignity
perspective are tempted to wield this
over and against folks who might con-
centrate on one particular area. This is
most commonly used against those who
have labored, for decades, in advocating
for unborn human life.

The “if you were really pro-life” canard
is used not to welcome folks into support
for efforts on behalf of other vulnerable
groups, but to shame people away from
their support for the unborn, the most
defenseless humans in society today. If
the “whole-life” position is simply a way
of shaming people on social media, moti-
vations should be evaluated: Is this truly a




matter of conviction or a way to score easy
digital wins?

3. Remember that you can
be an ally without being a
professional advocate.

There are some whose life calling
requires them to speak to a range of human
dignity issues, but for many, their belief
in the imago Dei pulls them toward one

were vulnerable when Jesus visited us and
restored us to spiritual health. Understand-
ing our own vulnerability makes us humble
advocates who work to build coalitions to
help the vulnerable, rather than would-be
social media prophets who wield human
dignity as a weapon to beat up others.
Vulnerability is also a check against
a “save-the-world” activism that has us
looking in the mirror every day and seeing

A THEOLOGY OF HUMAN DIGNITY, THREADED THROUGHOUT THE
SCRIPTURES AND EMBEDDED IN THE GOSPEL NARRATIVE OF
CHRIST'’S LIFE, DEATH, AND RESURRECTION, SHOULD SHAPE

THE WAY WE SEE OURSELVES AND THE WORLD.

particular focus. For example, it’s good that
there are Christians who have dedicated
their whole lives to disease eradication or
relief in developing countries. This narrow
focus allows them to be good at what they
do. That’s a very different—but no more
or less noble—calling than someone who
has devoted their whole life to legal chal-
lenges to ending abortion. I don't expect
the relief worker to testify on Capitol Hill
about third-trimester viability, nor do I
expect the pro-life advocate to under-
stand the nuances of water sustainability
in the sub-Sahara.

There are special gifts, callings, and abil-
ities because God has gifted the church in
multiple ways. What we can do, how-
ever, is find allies. We can support those
who engage in different callings without
questioning their human dignity bona-
fides or accusing them of partisanship.

4. Rejoice in your own vulnerability.
A whole-life, pro-life vision should also
remind us of our own vulnerability. We
often see ourselves as the Good Samaritan
in the parable Jesus told to the religious
leaders, but we should also see ourselves
as the man on the side of the road. We

the next hero. Ultimately, we should rec-
ognize that our ability to advocate, to
speak up, and to work with our hands is
only a small part of what God is already
doing in the world through Christ to
redeem and restore. This is not our mis-
sion. We are joining his mission. We can't
usher in the kingdom by our tweets, press
releases, books, and advocacy. In the end,
the good we do—however much—is only
a tiny pinprick of light that shows the
world a glimpse of the much better world
to come.

A theology of human dignity, threaded
throughout the Scriptures and embedded
in the gospel narrative of Christ’s life,
death, and resurrection, should shape
the way we see ourselves and the world.
It should motivate us to use our time,
talents, and treasures to serve as ambas-
sadors of God’s giving, by both sharing
the good news that God offers salvation
to those who confess Jesus as Lord and by
demonstrating with our lives the ethics
of God’s new kingdom. *

Daniel Darling is the senior vice president for
Communications at NRB.
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WHAT YOU
GAN DO TO
HELP MOMS

GHOOSE LIFE

Getting the Church Ready to Save Lives

s we near the 49 anni-

versary of Roe v. Wade,

the pro-life movement

is committed now more

than ever to advancing

the sanctity of human life and to making
abortion unthinkable. For vyears, trail-
blazing organizations and individuals
have worked tirelessly to help empower
women to make life-saving decisions.
Many of these organizations regularly
work together in order to reach even
more women and make a greater impact.
As a collective of pro-life leaders all
doing unique work in the movement, we
share the belief that we need all of you for

the future of the movement. We need the
church, because it’s going to take all of us
doing our part to change hearts and lives.

The church isn't a building. People are
the church. We are the church wherever
we go, and we represent Jesus wherever
we are. The church can play a powerful
role in saving lives. We can help prevent
unplanned pregnancies by affirming peo-
ple’s identity and value as those made in
God’s image—and for those who trust in
Jesus, as daughters and sons of the King—
and by talking about hard topics like sex
and abstinence.

The church can be one of the first places
a girl runs to when she finds out she has
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an unplanned pregnancy. It should never
be the place she avoids because of shame
and guilt. We can help her be brave and
choose life. The church can reach out
and invite these women and men into a
spiritual family. We can help heal past
hurts and wounds because free people,
free people. And we can help practically
by giving single moms a hand up so they
don't just survive, they thrive.

GETTING THE CHURGH READY TO SAVE LIVES

Most Christians say they want to live
that way. But I believe the same Christians
who have taken a stance for the sanctity
of life take one thing for granted: If abor-
tion became illegal today, many churches
would not be ready.

What would we do if there were
women who were pregnant and scared,
even angry, that they must carry the
baby to term? It wouldn't be right for us
to look away and say, “Good luck!” We
would need to be available to assist spiri-
tually, emotionally, and physically.

It's time to get the church ready. We
can't ignore these women anymore.

There may be different reasons behind
every woman’s choice, but all of them are
rooted in fear. Together, we can ease her
fears and help her be brave. How can we
do it? The recipe for transforming fear to
faith is simple. There is one main ingredi-
ent: love. First John 4:18 explains clearly,
“there is no fear in love. But perfect love
drives out fear, because fear has to do
with punishment.”

We punish women with unplanned
pregnancies when we label them or
ignore them. But it is not guilt that
brings transformation—“The goodness of
God leads [us] to repentance” (Rom. 2:4
NKJV). If we're not showing and sharing
the goodness and kindness of our Heav-
enly Father, how will anyone know the
hope of Jesus? It is love that changes
hearts and mindsets.

Simply put, love saves lives.

We can't just vote a certain way or
talk about what needs to change—we are
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When your heartbreak becomes

a map to find a place to serve,

it will set your soul on fire.

the change. And it will take all of us to
create change. Miracles won't happen if we
are content to pass by on the other side of
the road when we see people who are hurt-
ing, bruised, and afraid. It is time to activate
our beliefs by being “good Samaritans,”
bandaging the wounds of the broken and
introducing them to the Healer of hearts.

WHERE SHOULD YOU GET INVOLVED?

Many of you may ask, “Okay, we need
to love. But how? What does it look like

in practical terms? How do I know where
to start? Where do I find a place to serve
or get involved? I don't even know what's
out there or what I might have to offer.”
I felt the same way a few years ago.
I didn't even know there was a pro-life
movement before I started Embrace
Grace, a nonprofit that inspires and
equips the church to love on single and
pregnant young women and their fami-
lies. After my first book, A Bump in Life,
released, I received invitations to speak



for various organizations. One of them
was a Care Net Conference, a train-
ing conference for pregnancy center
workers. When I arrived, there were
hundreds of pro-life ministries lining the
hotel hallways in order to share infor-
mation about a service or life-saving
ministry that people could connect and
get involved with. I walked up and down
those halls in awe of how many amazing
resources were available. I kept thinking,
If only people knew about all of these!

The pro-life movement is filled with
love and opportunity. The possibilities
are endless. Whether you partner with
an organization that is already doing
great things or start something new on
your own, there is a place for you to help
and serve. God has put certain strengths,
gifts, talents, and passions within you so
you can use them for his glory and your
neighbor’s good.

Here are a few questions to ask yourself

as you pray about where to get involved:

1. What are you passionate about?
What is your favorite hobby or
thing to do in your spare time? Can
it somehow connect to the pro-life
movement? For example, if you love
numbers and accounting, you might
help a single mom create a bud-
get. If you're familiar with human
resources or love career coaching,
you might help a single mom create
her resume and find a good job. If
you love children, you could offer
to babysit. If you have a knack for
fixing cars, you could help repair a
single mom’s car.

2. What makes you pound your fist on
the table and say, “Someone needs
to do something about this”? That
someone might be you. There's a
reason why you get fired up about a
certain injustice or cause.

3. What is your story? A lot of times,
our purpose is tied to our story. Have
you experienced an abortion and
want to help others experience God’s
healing the way you have? Did an
unplanned pregnancy leave you feel-
ing completely alone? Perhaps you
can be the person you wish had been
there for you. God often uses our
deepest pain as the launching pad for
our greatest calling.

Look out into the world and see what
breaks your heart. Run toward your
heartbreak, not away from it. Ask God if
your heart is broken because his is too.
When your heartbreak becomes a map to
find a place to serve, it will set your soul
on fire. If all of us work together, we can
empower women to be brave. We would
be blessing future generations, because
brave moms raise brave kids.

Whatever stirs your soul and compels
you to act, have an open heart, and just
start. Take a step and see where the pro-
love path leads. God may show you an
opportunity you never knew to look for.

You can be the answer to someone’s
prayer. There might be a new mother out
there who needs you. And while you can't
fix all of her problems, you can point her
to the one who can.

Recently, I was working the Embrace
Grace booth at a pro-life women’s confer-
ence, and a friend of mine named Terrisa,
the founder and executive director of
Pro-Life San Francisco, came by to chat.
She leads a millennial-focused grassroots
activist group operating in arguably the
most pro-choice city in America. She
speaks to pro-life groups about secular
and millennial outreach throughout the
United States.

But what really makes her stand out
in the pro-life community is that she is
an atheist.

“Amy,” she said, “I wanted to see if
you would be one of our speakers at
our upcoming Pro-Life San Francisco
event that will take place at Berkeley Col-
lege. Would you be interested?”

I couldn't hide my surprise. “Umm, you
know what my message is about, right?
The church, life, love, and Jesus. Wouldn't
that be an issue for you?”

“Yeah, I know what your pro-love
message is about. I don't believe in your
God. But I believe in the power of your
people. If you can get the church to actu-
ally do something, then the abortion issue
wouldn't even be an issue. The pro-life
side has the manpower because we have
the church. We have got to activate the
church to get involved, and things will
start to change.”

Why can an atheist recognize the
power within us, but we can't? Come
on, church! If we join together, using all
the strengths and gifts God put inside
each one of us, we would push the tip-
ping point back toward life—and back
toward love. *

Amy Ford is the co-founder and president of
Embrace Grace.
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Planned Parenthood, Technology,
and the Longing for Community

Jason Thacker
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nJanuary 2019, Planned

the launch of a sexual
health chatbot named
Roo, which is designed

I Parenthood announced

to help answer some of the most awkward
or intimate questions that teenagers may
have about their body, sex, relationships,
and a host of other related issues. The
chatbot is built on artificial intelligence
(AI) and is available 24/7. It functions like
text messaging a trusted friend, but with
supposed expert advice coming from a
host of medical professionals and adults.
The bot’s sleek design and social media-
like interface learns as it goes, providing
more personalized answers, and does all
of this in a private, isolated environment.

It should come as no surprise that
Planned Parenthood is pioneering this
type of technology as part of its arsenal
of cutting edge products, all designed
to provide medical care and abortions
nationwide. The goal is to make this kind
of information easy and accessible for
teenagers in a convenient and efficient
packet. While the system will normally
answer whatever questions one might
ask, it regularly counsels users to connect
with Planned Parenthood staff or medi-
cal teams, especially when it comes to
issues of abortion or pregnancy care.

Planned Parenthood bills this tech-
nology as a way to reach people where
they are and explains, “Young people can
ask Roo their burning questions about
their health, their body, relationships,
getting care at Planned Parenthood, or
choose from a list of questions, to get the
answers they need within seconds, day or
night. The chatbot is designed for 13 to 17
year-olds, but can be used by anyone who
has questions about sexual and reproduc-
tive health.™

Questions range from how to navi-
gate relationships to the acceptability

of watching pornography for both boys
and girls. Other questions concern how
to know if you might be attracted to the
opposite sex, what it means to be trans-
gender, what to do if you think you may
be pregnant, how to get over a crush, and
even what happens during puberty. While
many of the questions are understandable
and common for young people, the entire
system is disheartening, not just because
of who is behind the technology but also
because of the lack of actual community
with parents, guardians, or other trusted
relationships.

HOW TECHNOLOGY CAN DEHUMANIZE US
To many, this online app may seem
innocuous, but this is because technology
has become part of everything we do. Our
lives have been shaped by the ubiquity of
technology, including how we work, learn,
play, and even build relationships with
those around us. Jacques Ellul, one of the
most prescient figures and astute observ-
ers of the cultural and moral shifts taking
place in the 20™ century due to the rise of
modern technology, opened his influential
work, The Technological Society, by saying,
“No social, human, or spiritual fact is so
important as the fact of technique in the
modern world. And yet no subject is so
little understood.” These words, penned in
the 1950s by the late French sociologist and
theologian, speak directly to the modern
debates over technology and its proper role
in our lives. They also speak to the com-
plexity of these systems and how they are
radically shaping our society. Today, tech-
nology is often assumed and assimilated
instead of being examined or questioned
regarding its nature and proper role.

One of the most profound shifts in how
technology is forming us is seen in the
example of Planned Parenthood’s Roo chat-
bot. It demonstrates that in the pursuit of
the most efficient and effective means,
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we often think technology can solve the

problems that accompany its adoption. As
Candian philosopher George Grant once
said, “more technology is needed to meet
the emergencies which technology has pro-
duced.” One of the main problems that has
arisen with technologies like social media
and other forms of media entertainment is
that they have impeded our ability to con-
nect with others at deep and intimate levels.
For all of their good, these technologies
tend to isolate us and are designed to con-
stantly entertain us. They achieve this by
keeping us distracted and unengaged with
the things we see with each scroll. The
Roo app is just one way society has tried
to develop newer technology to counter
problems like these. But, as a result of
the technology’s function, we become
unable to build deep and meaningful rela-
tionships with others. And in the case of
teenagers, they may now resort to a sexual
health chatbot, instead of parents or other
reliable adults, in order to ask the things
about which they are naturally curious.
Planned Parenthood’s goal is to help
digital-age teens answer questions that
may feel silly, awkward, or weird asking
adults in the context of community,

but it does so with a very clear agenda.
While I am obviously alarmed that this is
coming from the nation’s largest abortion
provider, I am also concerned that this
illustrates we have given over the difficult
aspects of raising teenagers to technology
and neglected to develop the relationships
necessary to let the awkward feel normal.

God created man and woman as unique
individuals who are made in his image and
are meant for community with himself
and one another (Gen. 1:26-28). These rela-
tionships are key aspects of what it means
to be authentically human. We must wake
up to how technology is subtly shaping us
to think of humans as machines and iso-
lated information-processors, rather than
image-bearers of the most high God who
are designed for deep, trusting, and honest
community with one another. The truth
about who he has made us to be doesn't
change in a digital age.

THE DANGER OF
HUMANIZING TECHNOLOGY

In an ironic twist, given how technology
is influencing us in dehumanizing ways, we
often seek to humanize our technologies,
as seen with Planned Parenthood’s Roo.




And, tragically, in a time when the baby
in the womb is called a fetus or simply a
clump of tissue, we name our machines
and give them personalities. For example,
Roo not only has a cute name but also an
icon that winks at users and engages unsus-
pecting teenagers as if there is someone
trustworthy on the other side of the chat
bubble. Given the brokenness all around
us today—in our families, communities,
churches, and more—it is understandable
and lamentable that technology is seen as a
substitute for authentic community.

The leaders of Planned Parenthood
grasp the times in which they live and
know Roo is an effective way to reach
young people. As a result, they are able
to persuasively spread their message of
abortion as healthcare to those most
at risk for unplanned pregnacies or
health-related issues. While Roo might

God created man and woman as
unique individuals who are made
in his image and are meant for
community with himself and

one another (Gen. 1:26-28).

come across as a fun and modern chat-
bot that feels cutting edge and relational,
it essentially aids in isolating a teenager
during a difficult season and purposefully
feeds them information about choosing
to end an unborn child’s life.

THE CHURCH'S RESPONSE

As our society continues to wade through
the unintended consequences of our tech-
nological innovations, many in the church

wonder if and how we should adopt tech-

nologies similar to Roo in order to counter

the world’s influence. One of the ways that
our churches can serve our communities
better is by building relationships with
those around us and seeking to develop
trust that will last beyond the perceived
usefulness of these types of technologies.

The church must prioritize the embod-
ied souls that God has placed in our path
over forms of technological advance, all
the while advocating for God-honoring
uses of technology. This does not mean
that we seek to abandon all forms of tech-
nology in our communities and life, as if
that would even be feasible or possible.
It simply means being aware of how these
technologies can dehumanize and sepa-
rate us and our neighbors

God calls his church to wisdom as we
engage the shifting technological cul-
ture around us. Technology is deeply
embedded into every aspect of our lives,
whether we like it or not, and has great
potential to affirm the humanity of our
neighbors—even the smallest among us.
We can harness the power of technology
to reveal the life of a baby in the womb
and stay connected with real relation-
ships while also rejecting the constant
push to humanize our technologies.

As Christians, God calls us to love those
around us as he loves us, choosing to per-
sonally step into difficult and sometimes
awkward situations in order to proclaim
a better way—a way that trades asking a
sleek chatbot personal and intimate ques-
tions for the connectedness of trusted
flesh-and-blood relationships with fellow
image-bearers. *

Jason Thacker is the chair of research in
technology at the ERLC.

1 https://www.plannedparenthood.org/
about-us/newsroom/press-releases/
planned-parenthood-launches-new-sexual-health-
chatbot-to-meet-the-needs-of-young-people-24-7

2 Jacques Ellul, The Technological Society (New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1964), 3.

3 Grant, George. Technology & Justice. Toronto:
Anansi, 1991, 16.
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In August of 2017, Iceland made head-
lines because children born with Down
syndrome were on the decline. How-
ever, this was not the result of medical
advances or treatments for the genetic
condition. Rather, it was revealed that
women who found out their child had
a diagnosis (or possible diagnosis) of
Down syndrome were almost certain to
have an abortion.

The news prompted swift reaction.
Supporters of abortion saw this as a nat-
ural result of women having the right
to choose what to do with their bodies
and what kind of children they wished
to bring into the world. But pro-life
and disability advocates condemned the
news and a culture that would discard
children. It was but one moment in the
long history of the pro-life movement—
one that speaks up for those who have no
voice and declares that these hidden per-
sons possess inherent dignity and worth.

PRO-LIFE ADVOCACY
BEFORE ROE V. WADE

Prior to the 19* century, abortion had
been legal (in some instances) throughout
much of the United States. Most of the
early regulations were aimed at protect-
ing women from unsafe practices, with
“quickening”—when the baby could be

felt moving—serving as a line for when

42 LIGHT

an abortion was permitted. However, as
medical technology advanced and scien-
tists were able to see the combination of
genetic material from the parents that
resulted in a fertilized egg, the line moved
further backward. By the early 1900s,
almost every state had criminalized abor-
tion, though this was rarely enforced

In America, we often think of the pro-
life movement arising from the decision
of Roe v. Wade in 1973. It is also often cast
as a clear political divide, with those on
the right opposing the practice and those
on the left supporting it. However, as
Daniel Williams has shown in his history
of the movement, it has roots going back
to at least the 1930s and 1940s, and there
was no clear political divide.!

At that time, Catholics (and it was
primarily Catholics) were the strongest
opponents of abortion on the grounds
that it (along with contraception) was
a violation of the official church teach-
ing on the sanctity of human life. These
Christians drew on the long tradition of
Catholic social teaching and argued that
care for the poor was a duty for Chris-
tians. On the basis of their theology, they
found it easy to advocate for FDR's New
Deal program which created a stronger
social safety net for the poor. And in the
context of that moment, it was the poor,
just as today, who were the most likely
to receive (and suffer) from an abortion.
Because of the limits on when doctors
could provide abortions legally, it was
common for women to obtain illegal
and unsafe procedures which threatened
their life.

Protestants were largely unconcerned
with the cause of abortion. Though some
fundamentalists opposed the practice,
most evangelicals were silent on the
issue. And mainline Protestants, who
made up the largest section of the reli-
gious landscape at the time, were moving
from apathetic to sympathetic support-
ers, especially in the 1960s.

EXPANSION OF ABORTION
ACCESS AND PRO-LIFE ADVOCACY
BEYOND CATHOLICISM

In the 1960s, several states passed laws
based on a revision to the legal frame-
work proposed by the American Law
Institute which allowed abortion for the
physical or mental health of the mother,
fetal deformity, or if the pregnancy were
the result of rape, incest, or some other
illegal action. Colorado was the first to
pass the law, followed by North Caro-
lina, and California (signed by then Gov.
Ronald Reagan).

In 1970, New York debated and ratified
a bill that permitted abortion-on-demand
up to the six-month mark. Then in 1973,
the Supreme Court ruled 7 to 2 in Roe
v. Wade—drawing on a 1965 ruling that
found a right to privacy with regards to
contraception—that a person had a right
to privacy in matters of abortion and
states could not restrict abortion during
the first trimester, though some restric-
tions could be implemented in the second
and third trimesters. This framework



would later be discarded in the 1992 case
Planned Parenthood v. Casey which found
that women could have an abortion
before viability, and any restriction must
not cause an undue burden on the moth-
er’s right to seek an abortion.

Throughout this struggle, the debate
was still largely a Catholic issue. No major
Protestant groups were on record as
opposing abortion, with only sporadic
instances at the individual level. In fact,
some were even supportive of the regu-
lations at the time. The Southern Baptist
Convention, the nation’s largest Protes-
tant denomination, passed a resolution
at its 1971 annual meeting affirming the
sanctity of life, but also calling on South-
ern Baptists to work for legislation that
would allow for abortion in the cases
of rape, incest, fetal deformity, and the
emotional, mental, and physical health
of the mother.

However, in the 1970s, with the rise of
the Religious Right and the work of fig-
ures such as Paul Weyrich (a Catholic)
and Jerry Falwell (a Baptist), evangelicals

ATES ARGUED}
OF THE UNB

would mobilize on the issue and bring it
into the social consciousness of the aver-
age individual. This blending of Catholic
and Protestant groups marked a pivotal
turning point for the movement as it
breathed new life and energy into it. The
Catholics had already built out an infra-
structure for working against abortion,
most notably the National Right to Life
Committee which was started in 1968
by Monsignor James T. McHugh at the
request of the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops. However, Catholics
had been losing the fight at almost every
instance as state after state passed more
liberal abortion laws. They also found
themselves unable to bring in the support
of others because of the anti-Catholic bias
that was common in American religion at
the time.

With the support of Protestants, par-
ticularly evangelicals who were politically
minded, the movement came to be a
major wedge issue. Though recent schol-
ars such as Randall Balmer have cast
doubts on the claim that it was abortion

which galvanized the leaders of the Reli-
gious Right, providing evidence of the
late opposition to the cause, there is also
substantial evidence that for many rank-
and-file evangelicals, this topic captured
their hearts like nothing else.?

Through the rise of sonogram machines
(and the ability to see the child in utero),
as well as literature and images that show-
cased the brutality of the procedure, most
notably the 1984 film The Silent Scream
that depicted an abortion, pro-life advo-
cates began to work to counteract the
narrative that this was a matter of per-
sonal choice. Drawing on the language of
the Declaration of Independence, pro-life
advocates argued for a “right to life” of
the unborn. Additionally, they advocated
before the courts and in state legislatures
and Congress for just treatment. In 1976,
the movement secured the passage of the
Hyde Amendment which prevents the
use of federal funds for abortion. And in
1984, the Mexico City policy, enacted by
President Reagan, prevented U.S. aid to

foreign countries being used for abortion.
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CONTEMPORARY PRO-LIFE
MOVEMENT: “"WOMB TO TOMB™

In the recent decades, the fight has
largely moved to the Supreme Court and
individual state houses. There has been
little significant change at the federal level
which has led to an increased focus on
state legislation. At the state level, pro-
life advocates have succeeded in passing a
number of anti-abortion regulations that
severely limit the practice. Some have
been aimed at pushing the line of viabil-
ity further and further back (such as with
fetal heartbeat bills), while others have
restricted access through holding abor-
tion clinics to the same standards as other
medical providers. These regulations and
bills face challenges at the Supreme Court
which has made the nominating process
so contentious for recent appointees,
with some senators questioning just how
strongly the dogma of the Roman Catholic
Church, which opposes abortion, bears on
the judicial rulings of Catholic nominees.

The face of the pro-life movement has
also changed in recent years. What was
once a (largely) white Catholic movement
has come to be increasingly characterized
by religious and racial diversity. With
the influx of evangelicals and charismatic
groups (and even some who are athe-
ists), the pro-life movement has become
more religiously diverse. Further, Latino
and African American pro-life advocates,
who are overrepresented in abortion sta-
tistics, have become important members
in the coalitions working for systemic
change in abortion laws.

Further, the pro-life movement has
gone beyond just advocating for change
to legal laws and now works to make
abortion unthinkable. Through the vital
work of pregnancy resource centers,
churches and nonprofits provide medical
care to women who would be seeking an
abortion. This is a direct challenge to the
work of organizations such as Planned
Parenthood which profit from providing

easy access to abortion for low-income
and minority women.

Additionally, the pro-life movement
has, in recent years, expanded its vision
from looking only at abortion to a more
holistic pro-life ethic that is “womb to
tomb.” While not disregarding the work
that still remains to be done in advocat-
ing for the unborn, pro-life advocates
have articulated a theology that recog-
nizes the inherent dignity of individuals,
no matter their race, mental capacity, or
stage of development. Looking to combat
all challenges to human dignity, this new
pro-life movement has advocated for
changes to the way immigrants and refu-
gees are treated, opposed euthanasia and
physician-assisted suicide, and advocated
for reform to systemic and racial inequal-
ity, recognizing that each individual is
made in the image of God.

And there is considerable evidence
to show that the pro-life argument is
having an effect. At every turn, there
are threats (as with the recent laws
passed in Virginia and New York legisla-
tures), but the United States is growing
increasingly pro-life.4 According to the
Guttmacher Institute, the rate of abor-
tions has fallen below pre-Roe levels
and continues to drop.’> Though some
of this is attributable to easier contra-
ceptive access and decreasing rates of
teen pregnancy, it is also the result of
the work of the pro-life movement set-
ting forth the dignity of the unborn
for almost a century. What began with
mostly Catholics alone now includes
thousands from across the ideological
and religious spectrum each year pro-
claiming the value of each person from
womb to tomb.® As David French has
noted, though there has been gridlock
in Washington, the culture itself is
becoming more pro-life.” One reporter
estimated that almost half of the
attenders at the annual March for Life

in Washington, D.C. in 2010 were under

the age of 30.® And with the advances of
medical technology, the point of viabil-
ity continues to be pushed further back
as early in some cases as 22 weeks.?

In looking ahead, a post-Roe world—a
major goal for the movement—would
bring the cause back to the states to
advance legislation. And with an end of
abortion, there would undoubtedly be
an increased need for the pro-life move-
ment to show that it is not just opposed
to abortion but truly cares about mother
and child, from womb to tomb. *

Alex Ward is a doctoral student at the
University of Mississippi studying evangelical
political activity in the 20" century.
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The ERLC’s Psalm 139 Project has had
the privilege of funding the placement
of ultrasound machines in 22 different
pregnancy resource centers, including
the Sanchez Center, a Baptist Commu-
nity Health Services (BCHS) clinic in the
Lower 9™ Ward of New Orleans, Louisi-
ana; Liberty Women'’s Clinic in Liberty,
Missouri; and Care Net Pregnancy Center
near Las Cruces, New Mexico.

Launched in 2014, the
Center is operated by BCHS, which
runs five clinics delivering a range of

Sanchez

services from prenatal and elderly care
to behavioral and mental health care.
Its mission is to demonstrate the love
of Christ by delivering high-quality
healthcare services in medically under-
served communities.

Since 2002, Liberty Women’s Clinic
(LWC) has sought to minister with the
love of Christ by empowering people to
make informed, life-affirming choices
about pregnancy, sexual health, and
relationships.

Likewise, Care Net Pregnancy Center
is a ministry that seeks to partner with
its clients by confirming pregnancy,
extending comprehensive support, and
cultivating healthy relationships to help
them flourish.

Through the donation of ultrasound
machines by the ERLC’s Psalm 139 Proj-
ect, these and other centers have had a
notable effect on their surrounding com-
munities, offering life-saving ultrasounds
and influencing numerous pregnancy
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decisions every year. We talked to the
leaders of these incredible organizations
about their ministry and the people they

get to serve.

ERLC: What type of community do you
serve?

Carol Graham, Liberty Women'’s Clinic:
Liberty is a community of approximate-
ly 60,000 which in-
cludes Kansas City
addresses. Because
of our location,
we serve women
from urban, subur-
ban, and surround-
ing smaller towns.
During COVID-19
closures, we actual-
ly provided virtual
services to women
in every single
county surrounding
Kansas City.

Jamie
Care Net Pregnancy Center: The com-

Dickerson,

munity we serve is diverse. We see a
large percentage of Hispanic women
and men, some of whom are undocu-
mented immigrants. This reflects the
population of our wider community.
We also serve from high school stu-
dents up to women in their 40s. The
most common age range of women
we serve is from 20-30. In addition,
we have the opportunity to serve col-
lege students from New Mexico State
University, including many interna-
tional students.

Shawn Powers, BCHS: BCHS clinics are
located in medically underserved com-
munities, where we engage with patients
of all backgrounds and socioeconomic
statuses at little to no cost.

ERLC: How has the Psalm 139 Project
affected your pregnancy resource center?

-Jamie Dickerson

CG: The Psalm 139 project provided our
clinic with a second ultrasound machine,
offering the opportunity to double the
number of scans within the current facil-
ity and hours.

JD: The Psalm 139 Project made it pos-
sible for us to start providing life-saving
ultrasounds. We transitioned to being a
medical pregnancy center this year with

We believe that providing women
and men information about their
options is a powerful tool in both

saving and transforming lives.

trained nurse sonographers. Now, in addi-
tion to providing free pregnancy tests, we
are able to share images of unborn babies
with their parents.

SP: With the ultrasound machine pro-
vided by the Psalm 139 Project, BCHS
is able to convey the miracle of God-
given life in the womb and develop
relationships between parents and their
children. The free ultrasounds help
mothers understand the dignity and
value of all life.

ERLC: How has the Lord used the
sonogram machines to influence King-
dom work?

CG: A woman who is in the valley of
despair between choosing life or death
for her unborn child will change her
mind almost 80% of the time after view-
ing her baby on an ultrasound. She is



LEFT: Las Cruces staff with an ultrasound machine. riGHT: Caring for a mom and child at BCHS.

shown mercy, grace, truth, and the love
of Christ during her interaction with staff
and volunteers, perhaps affecting her
entire future.

JD: We believe that providing women
their

options is a powerful tool in both saving

and men information about
and transforming lives. The sonogram
machine adds a valuable layer in provid-
ing parents full information about the
implications of their pregnancy decision.
Though we have only been providing
ultrasounds for a few short months, we
have had the opportunity to see women
choose life after viewing their baby on
an ultrasound.

SP: The machine has helped communicate

the dignity and value of human life, set-
ting in motion a relationship in which
BCHS gets to walk with mothers and
their children long after delivery to build
community trust and long-term flour-
ishing. With the machine, we're able to
provide a service to patients who may
not otherwise receive it, giving us the
opportunity to minister to those in need.

ERLC: What wusually happens after
a woman sees her baby through an
ultrasound?

CG: Typically, we see clients in their
first stages of pregnancy. During those
early weeks, the signs of pregnancy are
usually morning sickness and a missed
period. For the client, those symptoms
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are not enough to make the pregnancy

real. When a woman sees her baby
in the ultrasound, a shift in thinking
takes place. The client no longer sees
her conditions as symptoms to be diag-
nosed but as signs of life growing in her
womb, and a relationship is established.
With the ultrasound, the client can
make a truly informed decision about
her pregnancy.

One of our first expecting moms who
came in for an ultrasound had been to
our center for a previous pregnancy and
was fairly set on abortion. This time, she
was unsure about how far along she was.
She stated that seeing the images and the
heartbeat on the ultrasound made a dif-
ference for her in making a pregnancy
decision for life.
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ERLC: How many women or couples come
for advice, resources, and other services?

CG: In 2019, God worked through LWC
with 3,900 services provided during 643
transformational client visits and 195
ultrasounds. We had 225 known decisions
for life. At the halfway point of 2020, we
were only slightly lagging behind our 2019
services provided number, even with the
temporary closure of our physical clinic
due to COVID-19. Despite the pandemic,
we had 1095 appointments. And at our
clinic, where 8 out of 10 women choose
life, we received 433 abortion-seeking calls.

We've seen a spike in women leverag-
ing our virtual services plus an increase
in inquiries about abortions and abortion
pills. We were blessed to stay “open”
during this time to assist these women
and continue to carefully provide client
services as we worked slowly toward a
full reopening. God has been faithful to

continue to grow us.
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Top: An ultrasound machine at Las Cruces. BottoM: The Liberty Women'’s Clinic facility.

JD: In 2019, we served 587 unique cli-
1,346 total visits. These
included free pregnancy tests as well as

ents with

providing emergency baby and mater-
nity supplies. In addition, we normally
provide around 20,000 diapers to our
community annually. During COVID,
our numbers of diaper distribution have
been even higher.

We have so much to celebrate despite
the difficulties that 2020 brought with
it. I will remember 2020 as the year that
God answered my prayer and the prayers
of so many for Care Net to become a
medical clinic able to provide ultrasounds
and even more care to each of our clients.

When our El Paso pregnancy center
neighbors had to close because of COVID



Pregnancy resource centers
are vital to proclaiming the
dignity and right to life of
preborn children, mothers,

and fathers in unplanned

pregnancy situations,

and maybe especially so

during trying times like

a pandemic.

-Carol Graham

for a few weeks, we were able to see their
clients who were in desperate need. We
are still seeing the fruit from those weeks
as we are walking with several of those
clients as their babies are growing.

We provided 99 pregnancy tests and 47
ultrasounds for clients in 2020. We also
increased the number of at-risk preg-
nancy test clients by more than 20% in
the second half of 2020 compared to 2019.
We ramped up the number of supplies we
offered to the community. We received
calls from so many people who needed
diapers and wipes due to the scarcity cre-
ated by the pandemic and provided over
25,000 diapers and so many other neces-

sities to families last year.

ERLC: Do you have any additional infor-
mation you can share that highlights
the importance of pregnancy resource
centers?

JD: There are 13,300 abortion-related

searches online each
month in the Kansas City
area. Approximately
3,708 pregnancies are
ended vyearly in the
Kansas City metro area.
And from March—-June
2020, LWC staff fielded
75 phone calls from
abortion-minded women
during our critical time
of offering exclusively
virtual services. This is
in addition to calls and
texts from non-abortion-
minded women. We
know of 45 life decisions
and two decisions to
abort made during that

same time period.

ERLC: Can you estimate
how many pregnancies
are saved per ultrasound
machine at a pro-life

pregnancy center?

CG: There were 225 lives saved at LWC
during 2019, but we do not keep sta-
tistics per machine. However, the
ultrasound machine we received from
the ERLC is our first choice when it
is available because the technology is

newer and superior.

ERLC: What else would you share with
those who are passionate about saving
unborn babies as well as preserving life
and the human dignity of others in the
name of Jesus?

CG: Pregnancy resource centers are vital
to proclaiming the dignity and right to life
of preborn children, mothers, and fathers
in unplanned pregnancy situations, and
maybe especially so during trying times
like a pandemic. LWC'’s mobile services
coordinator summed up best the work
of these centers—and the call for every
Christian as we stand for life.

JD: The language we speak around issues
of life and human dignity is as import-
ant as the actions we take. As we seek
to minister to women, men, and the
unborn, it is vital that we recognize the
dignity of each person involved. They
are each made in the image of God and
deserve our love and respect no matter
their circumstances.

In the pro-life arena, women often get
thrown under the bus for the choices
they have made. Our hope at Care Net
of Las Cruces is to meet women right
where they are, love them in that space,
and walk with them as they seek infor-
mation and help. We also firmly believe
that standing for life includes so much
more than words but includes meet-
ing physical needs. This is important in
every community because abortion is
often chosen due to a lack of resources.
But for us in Las Cruces, we see the abil-
ity to meet such needs as a unique and
incredible opportunity to minister and
honor life in our borderland.

BCHS: The abortion industry exploits
underserved communities. But when
these communities become a prior-
ity for those intent on preserving the
life and human dignity of others, not
only do these free ultrasound services
save lives, but in our experience, they
establish a relationship of trust. Often
that trust results in parents bring-
ing their kids to the clinic, becoming
long-term patients. These ultrasound
machines allow us not merely to save a
life but to invest in the ongoing care of
entire families. *

Carol Graham is the founder & CEO of Liberty
Women'’s Clinic.

Jamie Dickerson is the executive director of
Care Net of Las Cruces.

Shawn Powers is the CEO of Baptist
Community Health Services (BCHS).
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On Jan. 22, 1973, the Supreme Court of
the United States announced its decision
in the case of Roe v. Wade, a momentous
ruling which challenged a Texas statute
that made it a crime to perform an abor-
tion unless a woman's life was in danger.
The case was filed by an unmarried
woman named “Jane Roe” who wanted
to terminate her pregnancy. Ultimately,
the court sided with Roe and eventually
struck down the Texas law.

The court claimed that the consti-
tutional right to privacy is inclusive
enough to encompass a woman'’s deci-
sion whether or not to terminate her
pregnancy. Tragically, Roe v. Wade has
become known as the case that legalized
abortion nationwide, making abortion
services more accessible to women
throughout the country.

Jan. 22, 2023 will mark the 50% anni-
versary of the Roe v. Wade ruling, which
is a significant moment for the pro-life
movement. The Ethics & Religious Lib-
erty Commission calls this moment in
time “ROE50.”

MY PASSION FOR PRO-LIFE
ADVOCACY

My passion for pro-life advocacy and
a holistic view of life stems from a series
of personal experiences and coming to
an understanding of God’s Word on this
issue. I've considered myself pro-life for

as long as I can remember, but watching

my family and friends choose life and
shaping my theological perspective while
in seminary deeply influenced my per-
spective and fueled my desire to advocate
for life.

When I was in high school, a close
friend confided in me that she was preg-
nant. To help me navigate this difficult
situation, my mom took me to our local
pregnancy center where I was given a
pamphlet that discussed the ultimate
reason we choose life for preborn babies:
because they are made in the image of
God. I was able to share this with my
friend and continued to walk with her
through her pregnancy. She was only 16,
but her choice to give her baby life had a
profound effect on my life.

A few vyears later, a close family
member, who was on a sports scholar-
ship in college, also had an unplanned
pregnancy. Her doctor encouraged her
to abort her baby, saying it was likely
the best option. She knew abortion
was not something she was willing to
consider, so she redirected her college
plans and shifted her life to care for
her baby. Several years later, I watched
that family member have another con-
versation with the same doctor who
suggested she abort another baby due
to a genetic issue.

I wish I had the time to tell you in
detail the many other stories that influ-

enced me—like participating in justice
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advocacy work, walking alongside a
family member when she endured a
miscarriage, hearing a friend’s adoption
story, or being my grandfather’s co-medi-
cal power of attorney when he was in the
final months of his life. The Lord has used
all of those instances to shape my pro-life
ethic and passion and move me to stand

for life.

WHERE WE ARE TODAY
As I think about where the pro-life
movement has been and where we are
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going, it's important to take stock of

where we are today. At present, the cul-
ture’s worldview continues to permeate
every area of life, and, sadly, the church
is not immune to its influence. Secular
philosophies have redefined the value
of life and created programming and
education that not only teach a dimin-
ished view of life’s value, but desensitize
society to a point where abortion is
little more than a personal choice about
“healthcare.” These philosophies have
deeply embedded themselves in our

terminology and education, training
people to dissociate the actual life of a
child from a decision they are making.
Abortion becomes one of many options
in the multitude of choices we have
along life’s journey.

Today, the church needs to better
understand and articulate what it means
to be made in the image of God. We need
to embrace and model this truth for the
world, that every person, at every stage
of life has intrinsic value and dignity

because each one has been stamped



with God’s image. We need what we
think and believe to be shaped by the
Word of God, not what we are taught in
school or told to believe through other
areas of culture.

And we must stand for life. We must
creatively and consistently proclaim
that every life matters, every person
is valuable, and that no one is expend-
able. The pro-life message is that, from
womb to tomb, every person matters
because every person bears the image
of God.

\WE NUST CREATIVELY AND

CONSISTENTIY PROCIUAIN

THAT EVERY LIFE NINTTERS.

EVERY PERSON IS VALUABILLE.

AND THAT NO ONE IS

EXPENDABLLE.

WHERE WE ARE GOING

In 2023, 50 years will have passed since
Roe v. Wade made abortion a permanent
fixture in American culture. Since then,
tens of millions of preborn babies’ lives have
been lost." This statistic haunts me daily.

As an organization, the ERLC has been
imagining what it could look like for the
pro-life movement to develop a unified
call to action ahead of this tragic mile-
stone. We are beginning a journey that we
call the Road to ROE50, which is a stra-
tegic window of opportunity to unify and
accelerate effective strategies through pro-
life work leading up to and following the
50 anniversary of Roe v. Wade.

As we begin this journey on the Road
to ROE50, we want to raise awareness,
inspire, educate, activate and mobilize
the church as we work toward making
abortion unthinkable in our generation.
Here are a few ways we plan to achieve
those goals:

e Broad Appeal Campaign: A cam-

paign
entire lifestyle alignment with the

that affirms/reaffirms an

value of life. This is a commitment
to the most important aspects of
pro-life philosophy and to be a part
of the solution.

 Survey: A pro-life survey that connects

people with their passions, then mobi-
lizes and moves them to action.
e Curriculum: A curriculum and
resource kit will be offered to
equipping
them to stand for life by under-

churches in America,
standing what it means to be made
in the image of God.

e Tour: The Road to ROE50 Tour will
hit major metropolitan cities and
college campuses to advance the
momentum for January 2023 and
inspire thousands to engage in the
pro-life mission and work.

e Conference: The ROE50 Conference
will inspire, mobilize, and activate
a new generation of pro-lifers while
at the same time breathing new life
into the current pro-life movement.

We believe this is a critical and piv-
otal time in the life of the American
church. Everyone has a role to play
and a way to participate in the Road to
ROE50. We hope you will consider join-

ing us on this journey.

Elizabeth Graham is the vice president of
Operations and Life Initiatives for the ERLC.

1 https://nrlc.org/uploads/factsheets/FSo1Abortion-
intheUS.pdf
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Why the Church Should Care for the Vulnerable
Through Adoption and Foster Care

A\ addy!” Our

crying out my name for the

daughter was

first time. She was 4 years old,

and we were staying in Addis
Ababa, Ethopia, for medical checks and
visas so we could fly our three newest
kids home. She didnt know much
English yet, but she knew what to call
me. And she knew when to call me.

Her new brother, who was 3, had just
taken a toy car from her. She'd tried to
get it back, but having no real power, she
eventually cried out to the only person in
the room who could right the wrong and
bring order to chaos. I walked over, figured
out what had happened, and returned the
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car to her. In that micro-world of toy-tak-
ing injustice, order was restored.
But what if I hadn't been there?

On Your Own

For the first four years of her life, I
wasn't. Orphanage workers had done
their heroic best, but children aren't
designed for systems and institutions,
no matter how merciful their mission or
excellent their care. Children are made
for families.

I remember touring her large orphan-
age in the one opportunity we had to see
it. At one point, we came across a roving
pack of kids, and there was a commotion.

David “Gunner” Gundersen

Some of the kids had taken a boy's
sandal, and he was yelling for it. A pass-
ing worker shouted something, and they
tossed the boy’s sandal to the side and ran
off, snickering.

A toy car. A stolen sandal. These are
tiny wrongs in the annals of human
grievance. But pile them up—and they
do pile up—and they scar the spirits of
those too young to understand but not
too young to feel that their world is not
the way it's supposed to be. This constant
vulnerability, with its unrighted wrongs
and untreated wounds, sends a dark mes-
sage to far too many children: you're on
your own in the world.



The Lord Comes

Psalm 98 sends an opposite message. In
Psalm 98, seas roar, rivers clap, and hills
break out singing. Why the celebration?
Because “the Lord comes to judge the
earth” (Ps. 98:7-9). This cosmic judicial
action doesn't just mean consequences
for wrongdoing but the renewal of cre-
ation—the way things ought to be. The
created world is longing to be “set free
from its bondage to corruption” (Rom.
8:20-21). So when God finally arrives to
set the world right, a celebration erupts.

But God doesn't just wait until the
end of time to start
healing wounds,
righting wrongs, and
restoring order.

In these days
between the first and
second comings of

Christ, God’s
dom comes to eart

king-

in the form of his

The world system, corrupt and pol-
luted, worships power and position and
prestige. In this value system, the weak
and vulnerable mean little. But God sees
the weakest in his world with the love of
a creator, the heart of a father, and the
moral commitment of a holy judge.

God, in his holiness, protects the
vulnerable, so God’s family—by nature—
does the same. Over and over, we're told
that we share his moral DNA. “You shall
be holy, for I am holy” (1 Pet. 1:16). “Put
on the new self, created after the like-
ness of God” (Eph. 4:24). “Be imitators

b0D. IN 15 HOLINESS, PROTECTS THE VULNERNBLE,
a0 G00°5 FAMILY-BY NATURE-DOES THE SAME.

steer our kids straight into their fast-ap-
proaching adulthood.

Yet, our confidence in God’s calling
to care for children in need has never
wavered. Because I also know this: A
stable family is its own therapy. Like a
stream on a stone, families who choose
this path shape and are shaped by the
invaluable image-bearers God providen-
tially brings us.

Abba, Father

Today, our four East African children are
all teenagers. Their arguments aren't about
toys, and our conversa-
tions are mostly about
school and decisions
and truth and emotions
and wisdom. My kids
don't cry out “Daddy!”
anymore. But I do.

I cry out to my
Father because I trust
that the God who

redeemed church, the

new covenant family

that calls Jesus “Lord.” As our Lord wel-
comed little children, we welcome them
ourselves (Mark 10:13-16). The healthy
church is an embassy of orphan-loving
ambassadors, birthed out of the heart of
an infinite Father.

Holy and Here to Help

Many Christians are familiar with
James’ challenge to care for the vulnera-
ble: “Religion that is pure and undefiled
before God the Father is this: to visit
orphans and widows in their affliction,
and to keep oneself unstained from the
world” (James 1:27). But why does James
draw a connection between helping the
vulnerable (“visit orphans and widows”)
and personal holiness (“unstained from
the world”)?

James is remixing lines from a hymn
written by King David 1,000 years earlier:
“Father of the fatherless and protector of
widows is God in his holy habitation. God
settles the solitary in a home” (Ps. 68:5-6).

of God, as beloved children” (Eph. 5:1-2).
“Be merciful, even as your Father is mer-
ciful” (Luke 6:46). “Wash yourselves;
make yourselves clean . . . bring justice

to the fatherless” (Isa. 1:16-17).

A Long Road

But there is no triumphalism here,
no hagiography about the holiness of
orphan care. Adoption and fostering can
be hard for all involved—traumatic tran-
sitions for the kids, confusion and stress
for parents and siblings, a long road of
hoped-for healing with no guaranteed
results. There are gravities that are hard
to rise above, and ceilings that are hard
to break through.

Most families who step forward to help
vulnerable children will walk some very
dark valleys. Sometimes I cringe when I
reread my sincere but naive enthusiasm
about orphan care from many years ago.
Now, mid-marathon, were just limping
forward as parents, doing our best to

loved my kids before

I ever knew them still
loves them better than I ever will. I cry
out to my Father because I'm asking him
to save them, give them godly spouses,
and make them wise. I cry out to my
Father because we're all broken, and I
need the Lord to come each morning
with new mercies for our family. I cry out
to my Father because the day I became
their dad, I became their advocate, pro-
tector, and lifelong intercessor. And I
cry out to my Father because he has all
the wisdom and strength I need for rais-
ing my adopted children—because he
adopted me. And someday, when I grow
up, I hope to be just like him.

For you did not receive the spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you
have received the Spirit of adoption as
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”
(Rom. 8:15). *

David “Gunner” Gundersen is a pastor at
BridgePoint Bible Church in Houston, Texas.
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very year, approximately
70 million abortions
occur globally, ending
the lives of precious
unborn babies.! Around
the world, an estimated
1 in 4 pregnancies end
in an abortion every year.> As Christians,
we ought to be deeply grieved by this
reality and should be propelled to prayer
and action.

Scripture tells us that every single life
is precious to the Lord, and has innate
dignity and worth. And throughout
God’s Word, it is clear that God values
the preborn. At the climax of Creation,
God created man and woman and then
declared them to be “very good.” In
Psalm 139:13-16, we learn about God’s inti-
mate care for life in the womb.

CHRISTIANS SHOULD
BOLDLY PROCLAIM
THROUGH WORD
AND DEED THAT
EVERY SINGLE

LIFE HAS INNATE
DIGNITY AND VALUE.
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For you formed my inward parts; you
knitted me together in my mother’s
womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully
and wonderfully made. Wonderful
are your works; my soul knows it
very well. My frame was not hidden
from you, when I was being made
in secret, intricately woven in the
depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my

unformed substance; in your book
were written, every one of them, the
days that were formed for me, when

as yet there was none of them.

Therefore, Christians have a biblical
mandate to care for life, following in
God'’s footsteps by protecting and defend-
ing all life.

While there are many pro-life con-
cerns within the United States, it’s also
important to remember that the issue
of abortion doesn't cease at our border.
Abortion is a multifaceted global issue
and affects different parts of the world in

unique ways.

SEX-SELECTIVE ABORTION

Approximately 140 million girls are
“missing” globally due to sex-selective
abortions and intanticide. While sex-se-
lective abortions occur around the world,
they are most prevalent in countries
with a son preference. These countries
and cultures believe that sons will give
the family more prestige and will be
able to better care for aging parents
than daughters.?

The two most populous nations on earth,
India and China, eliminate more girls each
year than the number of girls that are
born in the United States.* According to
the Invisible Girl Project, “while sex-selec-
tive abortion is technically illegal in India,
the laws aren't enforced as they should be,
and an estimated 700,000 girls are aborted
every year. On average, one girl is aborted
in India every minute just because she is
a girl.”s

China is the country with the most
notable population of girls missing
because they are targeted in the womb.
As a result, there is a gender imbalance,
and Chinese men dont have enough
women to marry, resulting in bride traf-
ficking and a sex trafficking industry.®
The bride trafficking industry preys on
the poor and vulnerable and reduces
women to their ability to produce off-
spring. It's dehumanizing and degrading.
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God has designed us as male and female,
and choosing to end the life of girls in the

womb is a vile and wicked practice.

ABORTION BECAUSE OF DISABILITY

Several years ago, Iceland boasted that
they had “basically eradicated” people
with Down syndrome.” As prenatal screen-
ing tests became more readily available in
Iceland, almost 100% of unborn babies
who received a positive test for Down syn-
drome were aborted. Even though people
with Down syndrome can live long, full
lives, many of them aren't given a chance
at life. Sadly, this predatory practice isn't
limited to Iceland. Throughout Europe and
the United States, discriminatory abortion
practices target unborn babies who poten-
tially have a disability.

In Denmark, 98% of unborn babies
with Down syndrome are aborted. In the
United Kingdom, 90% of women with a
Down syndrome diagnosis for their child
chose abortion.® According to George
Will, a columnist for The Washington
Post, “In 2016, a French court ruled that it
would be ‘inappropriate’ for French tele-
vision to run a 2 Y.-minute video (“Dear
Future Mom”) released for World Down
Syndrome Day, which seeks to assure
women carrying Down syndrome babies
that their babies can lead happy lives, a
conclusion resoundingly confirmed in a
2011 study ‘Self-perceptions from people

with Down syndrome.”

FORCED ABORTIONS

Since 2017, the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) has waged a systemic campaign of
oppression and persecution against Uyghur
Muslims, a predominantly Turkic-speaking
ethnic group.® The CCP has used totali-
tarian tactics like pervasive surveillance,
thought control, ideological reeducation,
forced birth control, and compulsory labor.
Uyghur women are subjected to forced
pregnancy checks, medication that stops
their menstrual period, forced abortions,
and surgical sterilizations. One of the major
reasons that these women are even sent

to the internment camps is for having too
many children.

The CCP has waged a long and dreadful
war against women, and more specifically,
as mentioned above, against baby girls.
Through the coercion of the one- and
two-child policies, it created a gender
imbalance as stark as 120 boys for every

WOMEN ARE

MORE LIKELY TO
CHOOSE LIFE FOR

THEIR BABIES

AFTER SEEING AN
ULTRASOUND PHOTO.

100 girls. Families in China often had to
seek the approval of local family-plan-
ning officials just to have a child, even
if they hadn't already reached the one-
child cutoff." To meet quotas and restrict
population growth, women were subject
to forced abortions, and both men and
women were forced to have sterilizations.”

POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS

The Trump administration’s Office
of Global Affairs at the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) led
the U.S. in signing the Geneva Consensus
Declaration, a “historic document that
further strengthens an ongoing coalition
to achieve better health for women, the
preservation of human life, support for the
family as foundational to a healthy society,
and the protection of national sovereignty
in global politics.” It was co-sponsored by
the United States, Brazil, Egypt, Hungary,
Indonesia, and Uganda, and co-signed by



32 countries in total, representing more
than 1.6 billion people. While the Biden
administration has removed the U.S.from
the Geneva Consensus Declaration, the
important work will continue since it was
a multilateral statement.

One of the key parts of the declara-
tion is the reaffirmation “that there is
no international right to abortion, nor
any international obligation on the part
of States to finance or facilitate abortion,
consistent with the long-standing inter-
national consensus that each nation has
the sovereign right to implement pro-
grams and activities consistent with their
laws and policies.” It should be encour-
aging for those in the pro-life movement
to see countries band together to protect
the unborn in their nation.”

INTERNATIONAL
ULTRASOUND MACHINE

The ERLC advocates for life domestically
and abroad. One of the ways the ERLC is
involved in the preservation of the unborn
is through the Psalm 139 Project—an “ini-
tiative designed to make people aware of
the life-saving potential of ultrasound
technology in crisis pregnancy situations
and to help pregnancy centers minister to
abortion-vulnerable women by providing
ultrasound equipment for them to use.”*

This work is vital because women are
more likely to choose life for their babies
after seeing an ultrasound photo of their
unborn little one.” The ERLC’s Psalm
139 Project has pledged to fund its first
international placement of an ultrasound
machine in a Christian, pro-life ministry
in Northern Ireland.

In 2019, Northern Ireland legalized abor-
tion for the first time in its history. The
ERLC will aid the cause of life there and
help women choose life for their children.
The partnering organizations will be Both
Lives Matter, an organization that advocates
for both the mother and preborn child, and
Evangelical Alliance, a group that unites
Christians from across the wider United
Kingdom on issues important to believers.s

CONCLUSION

Christians should boldly proclaim
through word and deed that every
single life has innate dignity and value.
We should seek to be on the front-
lines of protecting and defending life,
both domestically and abroad. May we
resolve to regularly pray for the lives of
the unborn and their mothers around
the world. May we ask the Lord to give
government leaders the courage to pass
pro-life laws and uphold the dignity of
their unborn children. May we pray that
women in vulnerable situations would
have the support needed to give life to
their children. And may we resolve never
to remain silent about God’s care and
compassion for every life. *

Chelsea Patterson Sobolik is an ERLC
policy director.
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he pro-life movement is built on
T hope. From funding adoptions to
supporting crisis pregnancy cen-
ters to fighting legal battles, every aspect

of pro-life work is fueled by hope. And not
just hope in an abstract sense—but a spe-
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a & adb & " ; cific and abiding belief that each step to
advance the cause of human dignity could
mean the difference between life and death.

Likewise, the pro-life vision is fueled
by a belief in a future where every human
life, at every stage of life, is valued,
respected, and fully protected by law.

For almost 50 years, the pro-life coali-
tion has fought tirelessly to see the demise
of the single greatest impediment to this
vision: Roe v. Wade. Though it’s no longer
the primary legal precedent buttressing
abortion, Roe has become synonymous
with on-demand abortion in American
life.! Understandably then, seeing the
Supreme Court reverse Roe and related
decisions on abortion has become a cen-
tral aim of the pro-life agenda. To state
it succinctly, an America after Roe is the
future pro-lifers long for.

But are we prepared for this future?

WHAT THE END OF ROE
WOULD MEAN

Asking the question almost seems
silly. In a sense, the pro-life community
has been anticipating the reversal of Roe
since the decision was first handed down
in 1973. And in the intervening years, that
anticipation has only intensified. Those
dedicated to the cause of life long for the
day when elective abortion—that is, the
purposeful destruction of innocent human
life in the womb—no longer enjoys the
protection of federal courts. Indeed, that
day cannot come soon enough. But even
so, there is another sense in which I fear

even ardent pro-lifers remain ill-prepared.
Should Roe fall, such a ruling would not

PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE make abortion illegal nationwide. Instead,

it would merely revert the issue back to
WE’VE LONGED FOR the states. And while I have no doubt that

the legal dimension of the pro-life move-

ment stands ready to continue the fight
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for life in the courtrooms and state legis-
latures across the country where elective
abortions would still be legal, I am less
certain about our movement's readiness to
meet the tremendous demands that would
arise in those states where elective abor-
tions would no longer be permissible.

Back in October, The New York Times
estimated that the reversal of Roe would
result in 22 states immediately blocking
elective abortions.> Further, recent data
from the Guttmacher Institute indicates
that, by itself, the end of Roe would likely
resultin 100,000 less abortions taking place
every year.} Those are staggering numbers
to contemplate. They also represent a nec-
essary corrective to those who insist the
pro-life movement's efforts to mount a
legal challenge to Roe are misguided. In
addition to stopping abortion in nearly
half the Union, the end of Roe would mean
the survival of 100,000 people.

Don't miss the gravity of this: 100,000
people with DNA, bodies, and faces.
One-hundred thousand future neighbors,
friends, and co-workers. One-hundred
thousand brothers, sisters, sons, and
daughters. One-hundred thousand people.
One-hundred thousand children.

But this brings us back to the point
about preparation. One-hundred thou-
sand people is a massive number, and it
is only one part of the story. Immediately,
we recognize that this number represents
roughly the same number of mothers
facing unplanned or difficult pregnan-
cies. And in many cases, it also represents
fathers and families in crisis. Who will
care for them? Who will step up to serve
these families and meet their needs?

The pro-life movement is more mosaic
than monolith. It is made up of countless
men and women from diverse backgrounds,
professions, and religions. And in all 50
states, members of this movement are
working in various ways to create a culture
of life by meeting the needs of women and
families facing crisis pregnancies and those
in need of other kinds of familial assistance.
This work takes many different shapes, but

among the most important is the essential
care provided in local pregnancy resource
centers spread throughout our nation.
Whether you consider yourself to be pro-
life or not, you should visit one of these
centers. See for yourself the kind of life-al-

tering love on display at each one of these

IN SIEEIKKING
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special places. These centers not only save
lives but change people’s futures, reshape

their stories, and give them hope.

MORE WORK,
MORE OPPORTUNITIES

But in seeking the end of Roe, the pro-life
movement is not asking for a future with
less work, but so much more. Should Roe
fall, the practical fallout will likewise be
massive. Scores of women and families who
may otherwise have turned to abortion will
turn instead to pregnancy resource centers,
churches, and other religious organizations
in their communities for assistance and
support. Faith-based adoption and foster
care agencies will see a spike in the number
of children theyre caring for. Needs will
increase across the board—for financial
support, for volunteers, for clothes and
other supplies, for adoptive and foster par-
ents, and on and on.

In many ways, the true test of the pro-
life movement will not be its fervent
opposition to abortion but whether its
commitment to the cause of life will sus-
tain it through something as cataclysmic
as the end of Roe. And the time to prepare
is now. In our churches, are we teaching
a gospel-infused pro-life, whole-life ethic
that not only stands against abortion but
for human dignity? In our legal efforts, are
we prepared to advance not just policies
to stop abortion but policies to promote
human flourishing and assist mothers and
families welcoming new life? Are pro-lif-
ers prepared to serve more, give more,
love more, and sacrifice more to prove
that our beliefs are more than words? Are
we truly prepared to stand for life?

With a freshly minted conservative
majority on the Supreme Court, the end
of Roe appears to be attainable for the
first time in decades. Obviously, there is
no guarantee. But the pro-life coalition
cannot afford to be caught off guard. We
have worked so long and fought so hard
to see that day. Indeed, it is the vision
that fuels our movement. But just as we
hope for a future where all of our chil-
dren are safe, we must also prepare for
that future so that all may know the hope
upon which our movement is built.

Let us, in the name of Christ, prepare
to receive all who come with open arms.
May we demonstrate his love, embrace
those in need, and model for them the
hope that lives within us. *

Joshua B. Wester serves as chair of Research
in Christian Ethics.

1 It is well known that the Supreme Court’s Roe
decision legalized abortions in the first, and in many
cases the second trimesters of pregnancy in the
United States. Lesser known is the fact that in 1992
the Court issued a decision in another case involving
abortion, Planned Parenthood v. Casey, which
reaffirmed Roe’s “essential holding” about a woman’s
right to an abortion before viability and established
a new basis from which to measure abortion restric-
tions known as the “undue burden” standard.

2 https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/10/15/
upshot/what-happens-if-roe-is-overturned.html

3 https://www.guttmacher.org/report/abortion-
incidence-service-availability-us-2017
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Disability and the Church:
A Vision for Diversity

and Inclusion

LAMAR HARDWICK

IVP, 2021

Authentically Addie
STEPHANIE WOLFE
East 26th Publishing, 2021

What It Means to Be Human:
The Case for the Body in
Public Bioethics

0. CARTER SNEAD

Harvard University Press, 2020

Help Her Be Brave:
Discover Your Place in
the Pro-Life Movement
AMY FORD

Moody Publishers, 2021

The Case for Life:
Equipping Christians
to Engage the Culture
SCOTT KLUSENDORF

Crossway, 2009

The Dignity Revolution
DANIEL DARLING
The Good Book Company, 2018

g More resources available at ERLC.com
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The Rise and Triumph of the
Modern Self: Cultural Amnesia,
Expressive Individualism, and
the Road to Sexual Revolution
CARLR. TRUEMAN

Crossway, 2020

CREATIVE GOD
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Creative God, Colorful Us
TRILLIA NEWBELL

Moody Publishers, 2021

Pro-Life Answers to
Pro-Choice Arguments
RANDY ALCORN

Multnomah, 2020



The ERLC will always ,

We believe in the dignity of every human life
because each person is created in the image of
God. As the ERLC continues to stand for life, we
will resource the local church through curricu-
lum, content, and events; advocate for pro-life
legislation; and place life-saving ultrasound

machines in pregnancy resource centers.
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Believing that abortion can end in our lifetime,
will you join us as we STAND FOR LIFE?
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learn more at ERLC.com/LIFE
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