
 ERLC Opposes the Pro-Abortion Women’s Health Protection Act of 2023 

 Southern Baptists affirm that every life is worthy of protection, beginning with the unborn  . We 
 believe life begins at conception, and that abortion denies precious human lives both personhood and 
 protection. Scripture is clear that every person is made in the image of God – including the unborn – 
 and his knowledge of the unborn even precedes the creative act of conception (Jeremiah 1:5; Psalm 
 139:13). 

 Southern Baptists affirm that every human is created in the image of God  . As stated in a 2021 
 resolution of the Southern Baptist Convention, the Bible “clearly and unequivocally affirms the 
 sanctity of every human life made in God’s image (Genesis 1:27; 9:6), a truth to which Christians in 
 every century have testified and are called to bear witness in every age and in every sphere of life; 
 and Further, the Convention’s Baptist Faith & Message affirms that “children, from the moment of 
 conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord” and calls us to “speak on behalf of the unborn 
 and contend for the sanctity of all human life from conception to natural death.” 

 The Women’s Health Protection Act of 2023 removes all restrictions and limits on abortion, 
 provides federal protection for pharmaceutical abortion, and allows for abortion up to the point of 
 birth.  Additionally, this bill removes all pro-life  protections at the federal and state levels and 
 eliminates a state’s ability to legislate on abortion by preventing government officials from interfering 
 with any person providing or receiving abortion services. This bill also fails to protect American 
 consciences and would force taxpayer dollars to pay for abortions. 

 Abortion is not healthcare  . If human dignity is given  to each person when created in the womb, then 
 abortion is not only an assault on the image of God but also irreparable harm on a vulnerable life. We 
 believe abortion denies precious human lives both personhood and protection, and therefore cannot 
 be considered as healthcare. 

 The ERLC strongly opposed the Women’s Health Protection Act of 2023.  This is one of the most 
 pro-abortion bills to ever be considered, and we urge Congress to reject this harmful bill. It would put 
 thousands of vulnerable, preborn lives at risk and steamroll over the consciences of millions of 
 Americans who do not wish to be compelled to provide or pay for abortions. 


